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Fight On! 


By Ernest Neal Lyon 


ES! you have wrought your utmost,— 
Utmost of heart and brain,— 
Till sinéws of steel are snapping 
Under the awful strain, 
To find the reward of labor 
Mere added labor and pain ? 


What shall you do? Cease rowing ? 
Drift with the downward tide ? 
Join in the dreary chorus 
Of souls unsatisfied ? 
Rest in the dreamy eddy 
Where the baified barks abide ? 


That were a craven’s counsel, 
That were a coward's flight,— 

Where were the joy to venture 
Into a bloodless fight ? 

But for the Vales of Shadow 
What were the Peaks of Light ? 


Brook tyn, N. Y. 








The Building Power of Confidence 


We cannot help one in whom we have no confi- 
dence. Therefore we must have confidence in many 
a one who gives little evidence of being worthy of our 
confidence. And it is always possible to find some- 
thing to build upon, and to build with, in the most 
unpromising of our fellow creatures. It takes power, 
of course, to discern the glimmer of worth in that 
which is debased and unworthy. Campbell Morgan, 
when expressing his confidence in the redemptive 
possibilities of men, interrupted himself with the 
question, ‘‘Then you don’t believe in total deprav- 
ity?’’ «* Yes,*’ was the answer, ‘‘but I believe that 
the thing depraved is a great thing." What was 
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made in God’s image can, by the Saviour’s miracle, 
be restored, to God's image. There is the ground of 
our confidence. 
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Autocrats All! . 

There is a time to be arbitrary and autocratic ; 
and every one of us ought to satisfy his natural in- 
clination to be so by recognizing this. ‘‘The passion 
for dominion is divine,'’ says a prominent English 
preacher ; ‘‘it is proof of our kinship to God.’ 
Well, then, let us prove our divine kinship by exer- 
cising autocratic rule over the one whom God has 
placed absolutely under our own control. ‘That one 
is self...We. have unlimited. authority direct from 
heaven to rule self, to put self under; without ex- 
plaining, without consideration for self's feelings, 
without reference to self's rights. Here is a real 
safety valve for the ‘prompting in every breast to 
wield the power of an absolute monarch. To exer- 
cise this control is even better than taking a city. 


x 
Dying as a Means of Life 


Death is the path to life ; and we must not forget 
this in our modern and proper zeal for positive, rather 
than. negative, teaching. ‘‘ Not repression, but ele- 
vation. Would that this could be repeated a thou- 
sand times over,’’ rightly exclaims a teacher. But it 
is a poor philosophy that does not realize that there 
can be no perfect elevation without repression. The 
crucifixion of our Lord is as vital a part of his life- 
story and life-work as is his resurrection. And in 
this his life is the perfect type of all true life. The 
saint comes to know the fellowship of Christ's suffer- 
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ings, as well as the power of Christ's resurrection. 
He is crucified with Christ to the very end that he 
may live in Christ and Christ in him. ‘Set your. 
mind on the things that are above.. Put to death 
your members which are upon the earth.’’ The 
capacities: which are innocent in themselves, but 
which wé apply to wrong uses, need elevation, not 
repression. ‘The evil that is within us, and that no 
philosophy can long ignore or deny without breaking 
down, needs not elevation; but extirpation. There is 
a dying unto sin in each individual life that is neces- 
sary to its living unto God. 


Pat 
Avoiding Foreclosure 


Money obligations are a small part of men’s 
indebtedness. to. each. other, « Every-...day,. almost 
every hour, brings with it the maturing: of:some other 
ebligation, just as-binding-as:a promissory note, and 
it is largely a'question of habit whether we meet such 
obligations at the’ promised time: or not. -An em- 
ployer tells a clerk that he will attend:to such-and- 
such a thing this. afternoon; or a clerk gives his 
employer a similar word ;. a parent promises a.child a 
certain thing at a. certain time ; a friend is going to 
loan or return a book on such a day ;. a pastor: will 
**call on _ Tuesday, ’’—and so it goes. The word 
‘promise’ is not often used in such ‘‘trifling’’ 
matters ; but every: one of us soon. becomes known as 
either ‘chronically delinquent, or unswervingly ‘on 
the dot,’ in meeting these everyday obligations: 
Life is richer, and character is stronger, when we 
hold ourselves.rigidly to ._paying- such debts on. time. 
Real estate is not'the only asset that is foreclosed and 
sold out when one is behind time. 
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The Sure Joys of Sowing and Reaping. 


EN are always slow to believe that sowing de- 
termines reaping. Not that the truth of har- 
vesting was a new one when the apostle wrote 

to the Galatians, ‘‘ Whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap.'’ Greek and Roman authors quote 
it before his time. — But it stated a fact which the civil- 
ized part of the race took time and faith to acquire, 
and which the uncivilized never have acquired. Savage 
man is by no means sure that he will get a crop of 
the same sort as the seed has been, and not some- 
thing altogether worthless, in return for the precious 
seed he might have eaten instead of sowing. He 
clings to the tangible and unmistakable ways of get- 
ting food, such as hunting and fishing, or gathering 
the fruits and berries and roots already grown for him 
without his toil. So he starves half the year and 
gorges the other half, with the possibility of abun- 
dance within his reach, but demanding faith to avail 
himself of it. It is Jacob who plants the lentils in 
faith-of getting the crop of the same kind, while Esau 
lives by the prey of his prowess as a hunter, which 
calls for courage and agility, but not faith. 

Even more slow have men been to. believe that in 
the field of the moral life reaping is and must be after 
the fashion ofstlte sowing. Most of the religions of 
the world have’ been attempts to assure:the worshiper 
of a different harvest from ‘his sowing. They. have 
been efforts to: secure the favor of. the higher .powers, 
and enlist-their activity, so.that: the sowing of .an evil 
life aay ¢nd_in ‘a harvest o£ happiness in a life after 
death. There are even formis of Christianity which 
amount to nothing else than this, which have had as 
their outcome that a man may live a life which is 
dominated by no purpose to do the will of the Father, 
and yet may find himself at last enjoying the un- 


measured blessedness of the saints. The apostle 
wrote the Epistle to the Galatians to magnify grace 
and the faith which embraces it, but it is in this very 
epistle that he emphasizes the law that what any man 
sows, that and nothing else he must reap. 

‘« Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, .. . 
but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.’’ As Luther always insists, the faith which 
leads a man to do good works is the faith that justifies 
the believer. On a dead and fruitless faith he places 
no value whatever. ‘* Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thistles?’’ Do men reap wheat where they 
have sown tares or cockle? Do men succeed.in any- 
thing in life where they neglect the means to their ends, 
as these are determined by unerring law? Let no man 
expect a heaven of happiness for which he,is not fit- 
ting himself by a life of obedience to the divfne will. 
Heaven would be no better than any other place for 
one who had acquired no inward fitness to live for its 
holy j joys. 

This is the stern side of the law of reaping as'we 
sow ; but it is not on that side that our Lord lays the 
greatest emphasis, as it is not on that side of natural 
law that human experience lays the most stress. 
The law is beneficent at heart, as are all the divine 
laws. It is upon this law that the civilized nations 


‘lay‘ out their labor and ‘their capital» without a 


moment's hesitation, and gather the great harvests by 
which mankind are fed. It is in faith in this law that 
mankind have cleared the earth's surface of useless 
growths, irrigated its barren places, and spread their 
tillage over its wide prairies. Suppose there had been 
no such law, and that he who sowed wheat might have 
got any sort of unforeseen crop in return! With what 
heart would men have risked’ to the earth the pre- 
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cious seed, of the harvest of the past year, 
instead of holding it as food against a possible fam- 
ine? What if—as some ultra-Darwinians seem to 
say—species are always indeterminate and the line 
between them uncertain, so that the sown wheat 
might revert to some kindred but barren yield, and 
not give wheat in return ? 

And what if—as Thomas Hardy seems to say—the 
world were in the hands of some infinite jester, who 
found his amusement in frustrating the best efforts of 
mankind, giving them a harvest of weeds and thorns 
where they had spent their best in seeking the best? 
With what heart would they gird up their loins to a 
life of self-sacrifice and loyalty, or purity and truth, 
if the ultimate outcome were no better than vanity 
and vexation? It is just because human experience 
is as uniform in the spiritual as in the natural field, 
of the beneficence of the great law of reaping as you 
sow, that mankind have not laid themselves down in 
despair, but have toiled manfully to amend the world 
into some sort of harmony with the infinite wisdom of 
God. Saints, heroes, lovers of mankind, all the 
great and the good whose lives have left the world 
fragrant, had the heart to live laborious days and 
weary nights, because they felt the solid ground of 
law beneath their feet, and that somehow and some- 
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when the reaping would be as the sowing, but grander 
and more abundant. 

Our Lord lays especial stress upon that abundance, 
as carrying with it the most joyous of surprises for his 
brethren. No man sows to get just as much in 
return. Even natural law has its abundances, and 
we may imagine the reaper of the first wheatfield 
counting the number of grains on a head with de- 
lighted astonishment. So, He tells us, it will be in 
the experiences of the spiritual harvest. We sow a 
cup of cold water in his name and forget it the next 
minute, but it shall not lose its reward. We are 
faithful over a few things—ten pounds or five—and 
find the reward is to rule over five or ten cities. We 
give to some needy one, or go to the prison or the 
sick-room to carry help and comfort, and hear that it 
was to him we were ministering in these insignificant 
services. Of course, we are not to press the letter of 
these sayings of his, but their spirit is much what the 
apostle says when he tells us that eye hath not seen 
nor ear heard, nor the mind imagined what is in store 
~ us if our lives are sowing good seed in the love of 

od, 

There may be no sterner law, but there is also no 
more gracious promise than this, ‘‘ Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap."’ 
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When May We Pray Unconditionally ? 


The conditions and the privileges of right prayer 
are an ever-fruitful field of study. The perils of wrong 
prayer have been considered in these columns, and 
strikingly illustrated in experiences reported by readers 
of the Times ; if there is such a privilege as uncon- 
ditional prayer that is free from peril, it is important 
that we should know this. An Illinois reader pre- 
sents the question in the following way : 


What petitions may we utter that we can be sure are in 
accord with the will of God, so that when we pray we may 
pray a prayer of faith, believing that we receive? Only 
once did Jesus give us the example of a prayer that closed 
with ‘nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done,’’ He 
used no such expression (and might it not have positively 
weakened his power to have harbored such a thought ?) when 
he stood before the grave of Lazarus. At that time, so far as 
he was human and dependent on the Divine, he might well 
have trembled lest he should not be able to perform the 
miracle ; but having come there, not so much for Mary and 
Martha's sake, or to convince the aig who had come from 
Jerusalem, but to show the disciples (John 11:15) how to 
raise the dead, as they must shortly do if they carried out his 
command, how did he pray? He said, with perfect assur- 
ance, ‘'I thank thee, Father, that thou hast [already] heard 
me."’ He simply followed out his own injunction, ‘‘ When ye 
pray, believe that ye receive."’ 

I submit that the following prayers may be made without 
adding ‘‘not my will, but thine, be done,'’ because they are 
known to be in accordance with the Father's will : 

1. Prayers for spiritual blessing, for forgiveness and soul 
salvation. 

2. Prayers for needed guidance or intellectual help. ‘‘If 
any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth to 
all liberally and upbraideth not ; and it shall be given him,” 

3. Prayers for some physical blessings, at least for suste- 
nance. ‘' Give us this day our daily bread"’ ; and for health, 
because God said, ‘'I will heal all thy diseases,’’ and ‘' with 
long life will I satisfy thee '’ (but death is the last enemy to be 
overcome). ‘' The prayer of faith shall save him that is sick."’ 

And I also submit that these lesser physical blessings, being 
realized, give us faith to believe that the higher soul salvation 
is true. Jesus said: ‘‘ But that ye may know that the Son of 
man hath authority on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to 
the sick of the palsy), Arise,-take up thy bed and walk." 
Bishop Fallows and others are coming to believe that, as he 
puts it, ‘‘ His [Jesus’] doubting, hesitating disciples to-day 
must rise to the greatness of their privilege, and meet the 
responsibilities rolled upon them by the Christ of God. They, 
too, with the early church, must teach, preach, Aea/.’’ Paul's 
advice to ‘Timothy would not come amiss to us: “Stir up the 
gift of God [faith], which is in thee."’ 


That which we know, from God's own revelation of 
his will, is in accordance with his will, and which 
does not conflict with the lifmitations which God per- 
mits man to place upon God's will, may be asked 
unconditionally of Go? God would have all men 
serve him and be saved ; out God forces such service 
and salvation upon no man. _ In that sense, man is 
permitted to limit or thwart God's will for man ; and 
when we pray for another's salvation, we cannot 
properly escape the recognition of the part which that 
other's choice must play in the matter. In other 
words, it would seem that we cannot unconditionally 
demand of God another's salvation ; but we can un- 
conditionally ask God for strength and love and wis- 
dom to do our full share in helping to lead that needy 
one to his Father and his Saviour. We can ask God, 
without peril or limitation, for knowledge to see, and 
strength to do, our full duty day by day. We can 
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pray unconditionally for clear, satisfying light on the 
right settlement of any particular problem that faces 
us, in time to settle that problem when it must be 
settled, not before. We have no right to ask that light 
be sent to-day on to-morrow's problems. In other 
words, as was suggested here recently, right uncondi- 
tional prayer must ask for that which we know God 
desires to give, and we must ask in full readiness 
to lay down our life in bringing the answer to pass. 
And ‘laying down life’’ means ving, far more often 
than it means dying, 

As for the three specific petitions named by the 
Illinois reader, which she believes to represent uncon- 
ditional prayer of the right kind, they must be judged 
in accordance with the principle suggested above. 
One's own soul salvation is to be confidently sought 
when one accepts Jesus Christ as his Saviour and goes 
before God in that atoning Name. Needed guidance 
for every duty is promised by the Father, and the 
promise may be confidently claimed, when we meet 
the conditions that precede it : surrender and service. 
But the teaching of the Bible does not sanction our 
asking unconditionally for either physical nourish- 
ment or physical health. ‘* My God will supply all 
my needs,’’—but not all my wants ; and I must trust 
him to decide when I need bread or health. The 
petition for bread in the prayer in which Jesus was 
suggesting the principles of right prayer is preceded 
by the petition ‘‘thy will be done.’’ There is no 
promise in the Bible which affirms ‘‘I will heal all 
thy diseases.’’ It is the prayer of faith that brings a 
blessing, not the prayer of presumption; and the 
prayer of faith will save from sickness whenever God 
knows that health would be a blessing. 


x 
When to Decline “‘ Tainted Labor” 


The right or wrong of accepting help from the 
enemy is a fruitful theme for discussion in these days, 
and the last quarter's Old Testament lessons gave 
opportunity for this discussion in connection with 
Zerubbabel’s attitude toward his would-be ‘‘ helpers’’ 
in the temple-building at Jerusalem. A New York 
state reader asked about an inconsistency, as he views 
it, in the Jews’ actions, as follows : 


The Sunday-school lesson for October 22 narrated the re- 
fusal of ‘‘ Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the chiefs of 
the fathers"’ to accept frém ‘‘ adversaries'' proffered aid in 
rebuilding the temple,—a policy that, whether adopted for 
political, social, or religious reasons, may or may not have 
been, for aught the record shows, a good policy. But in the 
preceding lesson,—the lesson for October 15, containing the 
aor ga of Cyrus that ‘‘all. his kingdom ''-—including 

eathen and those very ‘‘ adversaries’’—should ‘‘ help with 
silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, besides 
the free-will offering for the house of God that is in Jerusalem,” 
it would seem that everything that was offered was received ; 
that, indeed, there was no mention, nor even thought, of 
tainted money. I have found no explanation of this seeming 
inconsistency in —— the results of labor in one instance, 
and refusing to accept labor itself in the other. Will you 
kindly throw light on the subject ? 


Those whose contributions toward the expenses of 
the Return and the building of the temple were re- 
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ceived were not the persons whose proffered aid i 
the work itself was rejected. Nor is there any in 

mation that those whio contributed money were adve: 
saries. They seem to have been the neighbors, bo 

Jew and Gentile, of the Jewish captives in the land 
the captivity, not the neighbors in Judah. On th 
other hand, those whose proffered co-operation i 
building was unequivocally declined were ‘‘ the ad 
versaries of Judah and Benjamin.’’ Zerubbabel an 
the other Jewish leaders evidently believed that n 
good purpose was back of their offer ; and the imme 
diately following venomous attack of these ‘‘ friendly’ 
adversaries abundantly confirmed the diagnosis. Th 
Devil offered to help Christ in his conquest of th 
world, and Christ unequivocally declined. Proffere¢ 
help from’a penitent sinner is one thing ; glowin 
promises from the adversaries of God's people ar 
transparent lies, and are to be treated as such. 


ya 
Ask Marion Lawrance! 


ANN ARBOR, MICH.—Will you kindly tell me where I cat 
procure Marion Lawrance’s pre-view. questions on the Sunday 
school lessons ?—A. C. G 

The writer does not prepare pre-view questions on th 
Sunday-school lessons. You will find them every week ir 
The Sunday School Times, under the title ‘‘ Home Wort 
for the Pupils on Next Week’s Lesson’’ (at the close o/ 
‘** The Lesson Pilot ’’). 
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DETROIT, MICH.—Since the pastor is responsible for thé 
teaching in a Sunday-school, should he not nominate the 
teachers ?— O. O. T. 

It wauld be highly proper for him to do so ; indeed, if 
is his right as well as his responsibility. I should, how4 
ever, rather turn it about and say that he should be a mem 
ber, and perhaps the chairman, of the committee whic 
decides upon the teachers. This committee. should be 
composed of three persons,—the pastor, the superinten. 
dent of the Sunday-school, and the superintendent. of th 
department where the new teacher is desired. Usual 
the department superintendent will be the first one to sug. 
gest the name of the new teacher, as he would be the firsi 
one to know of the vacancy. There is no more importan 
place in the Sunday-school for the pastor to occupy tha 
that of helping to select the teachers and those who are t 
become members of the teachers’ training class. 





KENDRICK, IDAHO.—F. am just exalted to.Sunday-schoof 
superintendent, and want help to develop the school, both im 
numbers and interést. Our school is several years old, but ig 
disorganized, and in systematizing thought it best to start right. 
Will you give me your suggestions, and also tell me what you} 
think of the card record system? ‘The school now has about, 
thirty-five regular attendants, principally boys and girls be-} 
tween ten and fourteen. The town has five hundred popula-} 
tion, two churches, Methodist and Presbyterian.—D. ‘T. A. M.} 

I like the card system of records very much. The cards 
should be kept in ink, except the-address, which is just ag 
well in pencil, as it is often changed. I would not try to 
cover too many points. . The name in full with the address, 
the date of entry, the age and birthday, the date of leavin 
or of death, is perhaps enough to start with. Blank spaced 
may be left on the card, or the back of the card may b 
used to note any other items of interest, such as promotion} 
to the teacher’s office, or chorister, or anything of that sort. 
These cards, 3x5 inches, in little wooden cases, are now 
put up at a very low price, and can be had of any furniture 
dealer or large book-store. The cards can be printed in’ 
your own town, just as you would like them printed. 
They will come to you blank. The advantage of the card’ 
system is that it is always clean. If a card gets soiled or 
blotted, 4 new one can be put in its place. In many re- 
spects it is the best system of records to use. 
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ELGIN, ILL.—What-methods would you use to dispose of a 
poor teacher ?—O. O. T. : 

We read of a man who destroyed all of his enemies by | 
making them his friends. The ideal way to get rid of a/ 
poor teacher is to help that teacher to become a good 
teacher. Some teachers are poor in one department of the 
school who would be good in another. Some teachers are 
good instructors and poor disciplinarians ; if they could 
have classes where the problem of discipline requires no 
attention they would succeed. Many a poor teacher is 
helped by encouragement ; by placing in his hands-a help- 
ful book on the subject ; by inducing him to attend some 
Sunday-school conventions or institutes or summer school. 
Sometimes a transfer to another class gives new impetus. 
Sometimes teachers fail not because they cannot teach, but 
because their, week-day duties prevent them from main- 
taining that close touch with the scholars which is essential 
to success. Sometimes the class is too large, or sits in too 
public a place. When you have done all you can, and the 
desired results are not reached, it is better to lay the mat- 
ter before the teacher in a kind, loving way, without fault- 
finding, and suggest. that the teacher take up some other/ 
kind of work in the school. Perhaps that teacher can keep 
the records, assist in the library, do house visitation, help | 
in the Home Department, play the organ, or hold some) 
other office. There is a place for every one, and there is) 
some one for every place. Success is fitting one to his 7 
work, Also, read the ‘* Confessions of a Superintendent ”’ 
in last week’s Times, on ‘‘ Resigning a Teacher.”’ 
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Why Was Capernaum Jesus’ “Own City”? 








/ VERY one agrees that Capernaum, Ais 
own city, lay on the northern coast of the 
Sea of Galilee, somewhere between the 
Plain of Gennesaret and the mouth of 


the Jordan. But upon these five miles 
of coast there are two sites which divide the testimony 
of tradition and the opinion of modern authorities. 

One of them is Khurbet el Minyeh, in the north- 
east corner of the Plain of Gennesaret, where a caravan 
road strikes northward from the lake for Damascus. 
A spur of the hills running out upon te lake forms 
the border of the Plain. On the latter, near the edge 
of the water, there is a copious fountain, ‘Ain et Tin, 
and farther east, about half a mile along the coast, 
there are at least five springs known as the ‘Ain et 
Tabighah, the waters from which were once led by a 
now ruined aqueduct across the spur at a level from 
which the Plain could be irrigated. On the Plain the 
visible ruins cover a small area, some hundred yards 
by two hundred ; but it is said that good stone for 
building can be recovered by a little excavation. 
Near the ‘Ain et Tin stands a ruined caravanserai, 
Khan Minyeh, not older, probably, than Moslem 
times. Sir Charles Wilson and Dr. Merrill traced a 
thick city wall, and Herr Schumacher found other 
ruins on the rocky spur. The remains of a harbor 
are said to be visible in the lagoon immediately off 
the well. 

Two and a half miles farther north along the coast 
lies the rival site, Tell Hiim,—half a mile by a quarter 
of basaltic ruins. They are of houses thickly set to- 
gether, two curious tombs, and a public edifice, proba- 
bly a synagogue. The coast in front is open, and 
there are no recognizable remains of a harbor. There 
is no spring. 

Robinson, Stanley, Sepp, Keim, Macgregor (who 
carefully surveyed the coast from the lake), Conder, 
Henderson, Merrill, Ewing (in Hastings’ ‘* Bible Dic- 
tionary ’’), and von Soden decide for Khurbet Min- 
yeh; Dr. Wilson,. Thomson, Sir Charles Wilson, 
Furrer, Guérin, Socin, Schiirer, Frei, van Kasteren, 
Guthe, Buhl, and Oehler (in a recent number of the 
Zeitschrift. des- deutsch. Palest.- Vereins), for Tell 
Him. Professor Sanday, in the ‘‘ Sacred Sites of the 
Gospels,’’ argued for Khurbet Minyeh as the more 
probable, but has since, I believe, decided for Tell 
Ham... In the ‘* Historical Geography,’’ 1894, and the 
«¢ Encyclopedia Biblica’’ -(article, ‘‘ Capernaum,”’ 
.Vol. I, 1899), I came to the conclusion that Khurbet 
Minyeh, ‘as suiting the biblical data, as required by 
the data of Josephus, and as having a tradition in its 
favor from the seventh century, enjoyed the balance 
of the argument. Having revisited the district and 
reviewed more than once the literary evidence, I am 
still of that opinion. But the question is a difficult 
one. There is much to be said on both sides. 

The supporters of the site at Tell Him rely on the 
name, as if Him was the last syllable of Kefr Nahum 
(Capernaum) ; on the a:ea covered by the ruins, which 
is more suitable to a Zo/is or city such as the Gospels 
describe Capernaum to have been ; on their character 
as including the remains of a synagogue ; on the fact 
that Jerome places Capernaum two miles from Chora- 
zin, which is very probably identified with Keraseh, 
two miles from Tell Him ; on the data of Theodosius 
(about 530 A.D), who places Capernaum to the east 
of Heptagegon, the ancient name of ‘Ain et Tabighah ; 
on the testimony of Jewish travelers in the fourteenth 
and sixteenth centuries ; and on the difficulty of ac- 
counting for the large ruins at Tell Haim if we iden- 
tify Capernaum with Khurbet Minyeh. Those who 
accept this evidence meet the objection that there are 
no fountains at Tell Haim, and that Josephus ( Wars, 
Ill, 10, 8) speaks of ‘‘ the fountain of Capernaum "’ 
by the hypothesis that the latter was ‘Ain et Tabig- 
hah, the nearest spring to Tell ‘Him, and that there 
the mills and tanneries (frum which they derive the 
name Tabighah) were the industrial suburb of Ca- 
pernaum. 

I do not wish to depreciate the strength of this evi- 
dence, but it is neither final nor unhampered by 
objections. The tradition is not earlier than Theo- 
dosius, and does not stand alone either in the early 
Christian centuries or the middle ages. Arculf (about 
670 A.D.) describes the site as ‘‘on a narrow piece of 
ground between the mountain and the lake,’’ (a de- 
scription which is wholly unsuitable to Tell Him) 
and not far distant fram the traditional spot on 
Gennesaret where Christ blessed the loaves. If 
we recognize ‘Ain et Tabighah as the ‘fountain of 
Capernaum,’’ it is more natural to suppose that the 
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An illuminating discussion of two funda- 
mental and always interesting questions 
connected with Capernaum: where did 
the town itself stand on ‘the shores of the 
lake ; and why did our Lord specially 
choose it as his headquarters after Naza- 
reth, his boyhood home, had rejected him ? 
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name was taken from a village or township where 
Khurbet Minyeh stands,—for the fountain is only 
half a mile distant from this, and is connected with it 
by the aqueduct,—than from the ruins at Tell Him, 
which are two miles away, and to which no aqueduct 
has been traced. Again, until systematic excavation at 
Khurbet Minyeh has been accomplished, we have no 
right to say that the ruins at Tell Him are more suit- 
able to the description of Capernaum in the Gos- 
pels. As we have seen, there appears to be a con- 
siderable store of hewn stones still underground at 
Khurbet Minyeh. And, finally, we may answer the 
argument from the impossibility of accounting for the 
Tell Him ruins if. we place Capernaum at Khurbet 
Minyeh, by the converse one of the difficulty of ac- 
counting for the preference of the site of Tell Him to 


the much more natural site for a township and. harbor 


on and about the rocky promontory at :Khurbet Min- 
It would be very difficult to understand how 
this was neglected. 

The positive evidence for Khurbet Minyeh in the 
Gospels and Josephus is strong, while there is really 


none in these sources for preferring Tell Him. A-com- 


parison of John 6 : 17 with Matthew 14 : 34 implies that 
Capernaum lay on Gennesaret ; and Dr. Sanday says of 
the passage in Josephus already cited that ‘‘ the clear 
and strong evidence of Josephus’’ favors Khurbet 
Minyeh ; ‘‘if there.is any crucial argument in the 
case, it is this."’ I.do not rate so highly the argu- 
ment that. Capernaum was, according to the Gospels, 
a customs-center, and that Khurbet Minyeh lies:where 
the great north road touches the lake, while Tell Him 
is two and a-half miles distant from the former ; be- 
cause for the importance of this road there is no evi- 
dence before the Muhammadan era ; and there might 
have been a customs-station at Tell Hfim for a road 
across the mouth of the Jordan and the frontier into 
the domains of Philip. 

On the whole, therefore, the balance of the argu- 
ment, is in: favor of Khurbet Minyeh. But. whether 
this was Caperaaum, or whether our Lord's own city 
lay .at Tell Him, matters little when we come to 
ask what was the general character of its situation, 
and what were the influences which led to our Lord's 
choice of it as the center of his early ministry. 

The characteristics of ancient Gaiilee : much water, 
great fertility, important roads, not only connecting 
sea and desert and the ports of. the Levant with the 
corn-fields of Hauran, but carrying also the trade of 
Egypt with Damascus and Mesopotamia, and in con- 
sequence busy industries and much local commerce, 
with a crowded population, —all these find their focus 
around the lake, which, in the torrid and unhealthy 


climate that besets its shores,. supplied, besides, a ~ 


wealth of sweet water, an abundance of fish, a relief 
to the eye, an escape from the crowds, and a welcome 
facility of travel.4 No site all round the lake shared 
more of these influences and advantages than Caper- 
naum did. It lay, for instance, more open and free 
than did Tiberias upon the stifling ribbon of coast 
below somber and “heated cliffs. .It lay nearer, and 
probably possessed, the Plain of Gennesaret, the rich- 
est soil in all Palestine, ‘‘so fruitful,’’ says Josephus, 
‘*that all sorts of trees would grow upon it,...a 
place one may call the ambition of Nature, where she 
forces those plants that are naturally enemies to one 
another to agree together; .. . a happy. contention 
of the seasons, as if each of them laid claim to this 
country, for it not only nourishes different sorts of 
autumnal fruits beyond men’s expectation, but pre- 
serves them a great while.’’ The richest fishing- 
grounds, too, of the rich lake lie off Capernaum, and 
two great tracks (if not.caravan roads) from the north 
and from the east converged at or near its gates. The 
place had, from its name, been a mere agricultural 
village, Kaphar-Nahum ; and if it was ancient, was 





1 See the writer’s “ Historical Geography of the Holy Land,” 
chapter 21 


too obscure to be noticed in the Old Testament. 
Apparently, it had only lately become worthy of the 
name of town,—a place, as the Gospels describe it, 
of grinding or choking crowds ; a fresh center of com- 
merce and industry, of a free and simple temper, 
unbound by traditions or the pride of a seat of learn- 
ing, and, unlike Tiberias, neither dominated by the 
castle of a tyrant nor corrupted by his court. Yet, 
like every other busy place in Galilee, Capernaum 
felt the inflow, for good and evil, of the Gentile world. 
There was at least a small Roman garrison, with its 
centurion, and a customs-house with its publican. Its 
roads on the way to the hot baths at Tiberias brought 
past it at certain seasons of the year crowds of in: 
valids. And though not a seat of Jewish learning, it 
had its synagogue. We must note, too, that Josephus 
does not describe it, as he does other towns on the 
lake, as a center of political intrigue or fanaticism. If - 
Capernaum retained its importance in his day, ‘such 
was not the temper of its busy and industrious crowds. 
These features of the town and its population suf- 
ficiently explain our Lord's choice of Capernaum as 
his home after he had been driven out of Nazareth. 
He came to it, loose from the prejudices of those 


‘among whom he had grown up and from the narrow- 


mindedness of a purely rural population, With ‘its 
lake and roads Capernaum was a convenient center 
for his missionary journeys. Its crowds gave him 
audiences large and certain to spread his’ words 
throughout the land. Its free and busy life, both on 
land and water,: gave him’ the characters which he 
chose for his disciples. - Among the sick, streaming 
at certain seasons of the year past its gates, and always 
in that feverish climate to be found within its lanes, 
he could make manifest the works of God and work 
the works of him that sent him while it was day (John 
9:34). He came into contact with the sins of the 
town,- and in the open manner of Eastern life the 
outcast could approach him even when he sat‘at meat 
with the rich, © And the’ lake in front and the moors 
behind provided him with means of escape from the 
pressing people and of solitude for prayer. 

All this is so clear that it need not be emphasized. 
Capernaum became his own city, where he was at home 
(Matt. 9: 1; Mark 2 : 1), where he preached and did 
most of his wonderful works, and where he found the 
start and the return of the wider activities of his Gali- 
lzan ministry, . Throughout all the Gospels there.is a 
marvelous mobility and swing of the’crowds'in Caper- 
naum after his movements, both within the town and 
on the hillsides above it and along. the coast. - They 
were a population whose experience was: all: of. the 
common sorrows and duties of life, who felt life in its 
great elements of. work, disease, and sin, and were 
ready to listen to any man who could help them there. 
To such a people Christ willingly committed ‘himself, 
and among them was able to do wonderful works. 
Yet the same shadow rests on his ministry here as 
elsewhere.’ The number of individuals moved; cured; 
and enlisted was small in comparison with the popu- 
lation. And thou, Capernaum, shalt thou be exalted 
unto heaven? thou shalt go down unto Hades; for 
if the mighty works had: been in Sodom which were 
done in thee, it would have remained until this day 
(Matt. 11 : 23, Rev. Ver.). 

I do not think there is anything to add to this de- 
scription of the place of Capernaum in the early min- 
istry of our Lord, except a few remaizks on one most 
characteristic scene recounted by Luke. And it came 
to pass on a certain day.as he was teaching that 
there were Pharisees and doctors of the sitting by 
which were come out of every town in Galilee and 
jJudaa and Jerusalem; and the power of the Lord 
was present to heal them (or was with him to heal) 
(Luke 5:17). When the fame of our Lord's. ministry 
had spread abroad, numbers crowded to him.from ail 
over the land, so that:he gould no more enter into the 
city, but lingered muc..-im the solitary country round 
it. Whenever he returned to the house the rumor 
went abroad ; it was noised that he was at home, and 
straightway many were gathered together. On one of 
these occasions those who had come from outside 
with probably purely doctrinal questions had crowded 
out from the house where he sat the people who really 
felt their need of his help. Luke puts the irony of 
the situation in the antithesis of the verse quoted. 
Pharisees and doctors of the law from.every town in 
Jewish Palestine, the self-righteous,. the whole that 
needed no physician, and.the power of the Lord was 
present to heal! Four men with a ‘sick friend to 
heal, kept out by this stolid and impenetrable crowd 
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of persons who had no practical need of Christ's divine 
power, climbed to the roof of the house, broke it open, 
and let their patient down to where Christ was sitting. 

If Capernaum was indeed the happy scene of the 
beginnings of a popular faith in Christ, this incident 
in it is too faithful a prediction of conditions and 
events in the later history of his church: his own 
city, the house where he is and by our faith ought to be 
always at home. But it is too often packed with the 
self-righteous and with the pedants who have only a 
doctrinal and critical interest in his teaching, who 
bulk as incongruous and unsympathetic to his power 
to save as did the Pharisees and doctors of the law 
that day. And those who are urged by a real need of 
him, and who appreciate the practical aids, on soul 
and body, for which he is prescnt, have in conse- 
quence to take unconventional and startling ways of 
coming at him, like the four bearers of the poor para- 
lytic. And, thank God! they have always donc it, 
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and -till do it, hov-cver swlid and impenetrable the 
church herself is. 
ministry at Capernaum be the readiness of his power 
to work among 1.en of unprejudiced minds and an 
open, busy habit of life, the particular lesson of this 
incident is that cven in such favorable cocnters and 
thin, free atmosphere, his presence and the occasions 
of his power tend to be blocked by ‘hose whose whole 
religious temper is pedantic and unsympathetic, 
whether their vice be a purely intellectual love of 
doctrine or an interest in criticism for its own sake ; 
but that in spite of them.the world’s sin and sickness 
will find out its own way to Christ, not scrupling to 
interrupt debates, however learned, or to pull down 
constructions, however illegitimate it may seem to do 
so. And the forgiveness and the health thereby se- 
cured have often been the justification of many such 
a rupture, schism, or revolution. 
GLascow, SCOTLAND. 
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My Visit with the Friends 





By Charles Wagner, Author of “ The Simple Life ” 








MONG the component groups, so va- 
rious, cf the American population 
whose reception remains vivid in my 
remembrance, I ought to mention 
specially the Society of J'riends, most 
numerous to-day in Philadelphia, the 
city of Pennsylvania. People of severe 
and sturdy cimplicity, scornful of lying 














conventions and formal prescriptions, the Friends have’ 


long preached and practised ‘‘the simple life,’’ so 
that a lively sympathy inclined them toward my ideas, 
in which they recognized what had becn their own 
ideals and aspirations for centuries. For my part, I 
had long had the desire of meeting them. It had 
happened to me, here and there in the course of my 
life, to know people whose religious practises were of 
this laic form, broad and truly human, and their up- 
rightness and unpretentious goodness had made an 
extraordinary impression upon me; for nothing wins 
me like absence of affectation, directness,- and sin- 
cerity. 

The Friends have so far broken with formalism that 
they might almost be considered formalists from ex- 
cess of informality ; for instance, it is not allowable 
to invite any one to their meetings. I was not, then, 
in any sense invited among them, and I should have 
been forever deprived of the pleasure of being there 
had I waited for the making of a definite engagement; 
but there came a suggestion, almost by chance, that I 
go without ceremony. Sol went, and nobody seemed 
to observe the fact. 

The interior arrangements of the meeting-house 
consisted of nothing but seats—no organ, no choir, no 
religious symbolism. The windows are so placed as 
to light the room very judiciously, but not so that one 
may see what is going on outside, All the Friends 
are laymen, there are no clergy. When they come 
together, each one takes his seat in silence, without 
paying any attention to his neighbors ; no one looks 
about, and no matter what visitor chances to arrive, 
no one disturbs himself, and everybody appears to 
be indifferent to his coming : it would seem that the 
- Friends had borrowed from the old Stoics of their im- 
passibility. And be it well understood that if no one 
finds sufficient reason for breal:ing the silence, the 
congregation departs as it came, after the lapse of a 
reasonable length of time, and it does not enter any 
one’s mind to regret that no word -has been spoken : 
if nobody said anything, nobody had anything to say. 

This meeting began with silence; there was no 
liturgy, no chant, and nobody said anything ; they all 
thought. The faces were characteristically serious 
and benevolent; a great calm and the spirit of peace 
reigned everywhere. Never had I better understood 
the speech of silence; the silence of such an assem- 
bly, delivered over entircly to thought and medita- 
tion, is very suggestive, and, in its way, eloquent. 

It is said that the Arabs mistrust the loquacious and 
respect thesilent, and in this matter, no doubt, the 
Friends are Arabs ; nevertheless it seemed evident to 
me that to come and go without opening my mouth 
would be an offense against one of their fundamental 
principles, which is to do as the Spirit moves you. 
The Spirit moved me to speak, and, as I had a num- 
ber of things to say, I arose, without presentation or 
any sort of encouragement, and talked from my seat. 
Several men and women followed me, each speaking 


a few words, as he felt inclinec. After the meeting a 
number of people came up, all ‘‘ thee- and thou- ing’’: 
‘IT have read thy book,’’ ‘‘I am pleased to meet 
thee.’’ 

Among themselves the Friends are absolutely de- 
licious, and their calm does the soul no end of good 
in this restless age. I never tired of contemplating 
some of their good faces, at once vivid and peaceful ; 
I was particularly struck with the depth and beauty of 
one venerable man’s blue eyes, which seemed to hold 
a reflection of the divine peace. Fear nothing, be 
not dismayed, do not worry, do not hurry ; act with 
good sense and tranquillity, and trust in God—this 
sums up a goodly number of their principles. An- 
other is to respect the soul of every man. No other 
poople havea like veneration for conscience or show 
more delicacy in respecting its integrity ; there is no 
autocracy among them, no use of compulsion ; every 
individual's originality is sacred ; never, according to 
their ideas, do we need to substitute our own con- 
science for another man’s, to lead him to acts in which 
he is nothing but our instrument. 

The Friends cannot be judged by their number, 
quite limited to-day, nor by surface appearances, nor 
by the place they take in the world. As they are 
modesf, and hold the trumpeting of good deeds in 
contempt, it takes time to inform yourself of their 
value as an active principle in the society of the time. 

The fact is that by reason of their honesty, their 
thrifty simplicity, their contented minds and method- 
ical ways, they have long held an extraordinary posi- 
tion. A number of the most important of the coun- 
try's affairs are in their hands, where they are be- 
queathed from father to son; for as business men 
they are wise and scrupulous. Many of them have 
large fortunes, but they make no display of their 
charities, —and their unobtrusive generosity is greatly 
to their honor. 

Several of the best schools of Philadelphia and its 
vicinity are under the direction of the Friends, some 
of them restricted to their own children, others for 
the benefit of the community at large. 

Much work and little noise seems to be the device 
of these educators ; their calm in itself is a power in 
education. The best schoolmaster is he whom noth- 
ing astonishes, and whose disposition is perfectly 
even, provided it be not too inflexible. You will not 
find this corps of teachers rivaling their pupils in 
smiles and chatter ; nothing of the sort; they are 
simply kind with unvarying kindness. A too demon- 
strative kindness is a fair-weather sign indicative of 
squalls to come later ; it is a sort of smiling nervous- 
ness, and nerves in education !—there must be none. 

Often, as I passed through these tranquil and re- 
tiring abodes of education, a regret arose in me that I 
was not a child. ‘ I should have been made happy by 
the life I saw there, a perfectly normal and natural 
life, and penetrated in the most unostentatious way 
with the perfume of spirituality, recalling forest trails 
rather than the incense of choirs. For these good 
people possess the modesty of religion ; religion is 
ever present with them, but never paraded ; their 
language is as natural and frec from cant as possible. 
They love children, in whom lies the future, and 
know how to treat them without indulging them either 
too much or too little. 

They also love the dead, with whom lies remem- 
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brance, and know how to honor them without tres- 
passing upon the rights of the living. While boys 
and girls were at their games on thc campus of the 
‘«Friends’ Select School,'’ at Philadelphia, I was 
walking on adjoining ground, along an old sunny 
wall, with clumps of bushes growitg against it, in 
which little birds sat preening their feathers. Up on 
top of the tower of the City Hall u.c colossal statue of 
Penn seemed to be watching “ver the city, its parks, 
its two rivers, and its harbor alive with shipping. 
The activity of the great city was throbbing all about 
us in its tremendous artcries, Suddenly my foot 
struck a stone, flat in the short grass ; upon it was 
the name of one of the great American Friends—and 
looking about me more attcntively I discovered other 
stones, and other names: { was in an old cemetery ; 
it was here that they were sleeping, those valiant pio- 
neers, many of whom had contributed to the building 
of America ; they were sleeping here, those men of 
peace who had obstinately suffered persecution to 
gain peace, 

So I meditated on their spirit of sacrifice, their 
tranquil faith, that almost superhuman heroism which 
characterizes certain episodes in their history, and 
their invincible patience, that made their resistance 
to any tyranny like that of the irreducible pebble 
which no force can crush. The joyous shouts of 
the children vibrated in my ears, and the dust of the 
dead trembled under my feet. The thrill of a beau- 
tiful and abundant ‘pulse of life shot through me, 
wherein the fresh strength of life’s morning and the 
solidarity of the past were mingled, and above the 
graves of the fathers I prayed for their children with 
the candid eyes and glowing cheeks, while on the 
wings of the breeze and the sun rays there came to 
me a mysterious salutation from the invisible Father 
in whom all the generations of men are one. 

Paris, FRANCE. 





Old Friends and New 
By Mary Callum Wiley 
ae H DEAR,”’ cried Willie, ‘*I'll never learn 
these old Parts of Speech !’’ 
‘«The idea !’’ exclaimed an indignant veice, 

Willie started. There before him stood the queer- 
est little creature he had ever imagined. 

‘« Indeed,’’ the little creature said, and ‘his black 
eyes fairly snapped as he fastened them upon Willie; 
‘¢it’s time you were knowing me !"’ 

‘« Why, I never saw you before,’’ cried Willie, for- 
getting his manners entirely. 

‘Fie! Fie! Where's yourmemory,-boy?’’ The 
little fellow was shouting, so intense were his feelings. 
‘*Why, it hasn’t been half-an hour since you saw me 
in The Book of Grammar.’’ 

‘In The Book of Grammar,’’ repeated Willie in a 
half-dazed way. 

‘Yes! yes! to be sure!’’ exclaimed the little 
fellow. ‘But,’’ he added, impatiently, ‘‘ I’ve no time 
to be wasting on dullards like you,’’ and with that he 
bounded away. 

Willie stared after him. Could he believe his own 
eyes? The little fellow had joined some other little 
creatures just as queer-looking as himself. They 
seemed to be building something. What it was Willie 
couldn’ t exactly make out. He no*iced however that 
the little fellow who had spoken to him didn't seem 
to be of very much help to the others. 

«« That Interjection is a queer fellow,’’ said a strange 
voice. Willie turned quickly. A lazy-looking feilow 
stood beside him. ‘‘ He's always ‘alking so big, and 
yet when it comes to real downright work he’s never 
in it.”’ 

‘« Why aren’ t'you working yourself ?'’ asked Willie. 

‘Oh, because I don’t have to,’’ replied the Lazy 
One. ‘I never have anything to do as long as my 
Cousin The Noun is at work. It's only when she’s 
resting a bit that I take her place.’’ 

Willie wrinkled up his forehead. Where had he 
ever heard of The Noun, or The Interjection? Some- 
how their names sounded very familiar. The Lazy 
One seemed to understand what he was puzzling over. 
But he wouldn't take the trouble to explain. 

‘‘If you want to know about us,’’ he said, ‘just 
ask The Verb over yonder. He'll tell you.”’ 


The one called The Verb seemed to be the very 
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busiest of all the little builders. Hither and thither he 
darted, doing first one thing and then another. 
««Why,"’ he explained to Willie, ‘‘ we are the Parts 
of Speech. We are building a Sentence, see. 
Each one of us has some special work todo. That 
is, all of us work except The Interjection. He never 


# does anything but ‘oh!’ and ‘ah!’ occasionally.”’ 
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«« What do you do?"’ asked Willie. . 

««I! I!" cried The Verb, and he looked so dis- 
gusted that Willie knew he had made some dread- 
ful blunder. ‘Oh, please excuse me,’’ he hastened 
to say. ‘‘I didn’t mean any harm, really I didn't."’ 

«« But you should know,"’ said The Verb in a severe 
tone of voice, ‘‘what an important work I do in the 
building of a Sentence. Indeed, if it were not for me 
there could be no Sentence."’ 

‘© You are right,"’ said Willie. 

‘«Now that Noun over yonder,’’ continued The 
Verb, ‘‘ thinks she's everything. But I tell you she’s 
nothing but a name !"’ 

Willie's face brightened. He was beginning to un- 
derstand. He knew all about nouns. 

‘That Noun is common,"’ said The Adverb. He 


had been following The Verb around. ‘I never 
associate with her.'’ . . 
**I should think not,’’ said The Verb. ‘* Your 


place is with me."’ 

«« The. Adjective thinks I should help her,’’ an- 
swered The Adverb. 

‘¢ Your first duty is-to help me,'’ said The Verb. 
«¢ Then when I'm through with you, you can assist the 
Adjective or another Adverb."’ 

‘«« According to my way of thinking,’’ grumbled the 
Adverb, ‘‘ you are never through with me.’’ But The 
Verb paid no attention to him. He went on talking 
to Willie. 

‘« That little fellow you see standing beside The 
Noun is The Preposition. His business is to point out 
the relation between the Noun (or the Pronoun, who 
often takes the place of the Noun), and some other Part 
of Speech. He has an easy time of it.’’ 

‘«Who is that coming towards us?’’ asked Willie. 

‘Oh, that is The Conjunction,’’ replied The Verb, 
in a cross voice ‘‘and he’s coming to join. me with 
some other Verb. I'd a great deal rather work by 
myself,”’ 

‘« But it’s my business to connect,’’ said The Con- 
junction who had overheard The Verb. ‘‘So come 
take your place, so I'can join you with the rest of the 
Sentence.’”’ 7 

Willie was anxious to see how the Sentence would 
look when completed. But just as The Verb stepped 
in his place, something fell with a crash. Away 
scampered The Parts of Speech. Willie rubbed his 
eyes. There before him lay his old Grammar, but 
his other books were scattered on the floor. 

**Do,. Willie, hurry up and learn your Language 
lesson,’’ said his mother, ‘‘so you'll not have to stay 
in again to-morrow."’ : 

‘*T know my lesson now, Mother,’’ he said. 
learned it when I was asleep.’’ ‘ 

WInsTon-SALey, N. C. 
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“You Can’t Miss It” 
By. Charles: Frederic Goss 


HEN I am trying to find my way around an 
unfamiliar city, do you think I consult a 
map or inquire of a policeman ?’’ said the 

old major. 

** Don’t you ?"’ I asked. 

‘*No, sir-ee! I just ask the people. I like to hear 
what they have to say. You can tell a heap about 
their characters by the way they answer. For in- 
stance, I was down in Witchahousie the other day, 
and was trying to find the factory of my old friend 
Tom Mather, over whose dogs and in whose good 
company I have shot many a quail. First, I asked a 
schoolboy. 

‘* «Do I know where the Knoxville furniture factory 
is?’ says he, repeating my question, and looking up 


ce 


at me with his ‘shining morning face.’ ‘Well, I 
should say !, I am going right towards it. It's over 
yonder. Good-by. I've got toleave you here. Keep 


to the left ; you can’t miss it!" 

‘* After stumbling along a while, I asked a man who 
was hustling past me with his head ducked down in 
his chest as if he were wondering how he was going to 
pay a sixty-day note : 

‘«* Know where the Knoxville Furniture Company 
is? Of course. It's right over yonder. You' te turned 
around. Go this way. You can't miss it,’ he replied. 

‘* But I did, and had to ask a negro. 
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+« «What !- Mather’s factory ? "Why, Boss, I worked 
there ten years ! Come out here in the middle of the 
road, and I'll show you. We can't quite see it, but 
there's a big chimney to it. You can't miss ‘it. * 

‘* And finally I asked an old switchman at a rail- 
road crossing. : 

‘««What? Tom Mather’s factory? It's right 
under your nose !_ Go two blocks. You can't miss it.’ 

‘And yet I missed it every time but the last. Now 
you may think I'm stupid, and no doubt I am, but 
you see it’s one thing for people that have grown up 
in a town, and know all the principal places in it as 
well as they know their chairs at the table, to tell a 
stranger that he can’t miss it, and it's quite another 
thing for him to get out and find it !"’ 

‘That's so,’’ said I, as the old Major paused. 

‘«And more than that, child,’’ (he called everybody 
‘«child'’) ; ‘‘it’s the same way in life. You takea 
young fellow who has never been out in the world, and 
it looks mighty confusing to him. He sees people 
‘forging ahead’ and ‘getting there,’ ‘raking in the 
prizes,’ ‘hitting the mark,’ and he asks them how 
they doit. ‘Well,’ they say, ‘just go ahead. You 
can't miss it.’ It seems so easy to them. But, bless 
you ! think how.many-do miss. it! -' ve-seen crowds 


_ of them stumbling around like men blindfolded, stick- 


ing in the mud, falling in the fire, staggering into the 


‘traps, that I just can't help suffering. And say, do 


you know that I think the successful people ought to 
be a little more considerate. They. ought to walk a 
block or two with these inexperienced youngsters. 
They ought to take them out in the middle of the road 
and point. What a beautiful thing it is to see some 
old fellow that’s get rich, or had a picture hung in the 
Louvre, or written a book that’s hit the hundred thou- 
sand mark, sit down and tell some eager youngster all 
he knows about it! - Now, you. see, the trouble with 
me is that I never did hit the mark. I've fired with 
my right eye shut, or my left eye shut, and probably 
too often with both of’?em shut. At any rate, there’s 
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no use in my trying to show them how to hit what I 
haven't hit myself. But to tell you the truth '' (and he 
took me by the buttonhole), ‘‘ about the only reason I 
feel sorry is that I don’t consider myself competent to 
tell the boys. I'm getting along pretty well without 
any of the big prizes."’ 

Dear old Major! There's one mark he has hit. It's 
a beautiful. happy Christian life. Seventy years old, 
with a heart as young asa boy’s! Many is the young 
chap he has gone a block with toward the goal of man- 
hood. Many’s the time he has dropped all other busi- 
ness, and fairly ‘‘towed them into port.’’ ‘Can't 
miss it !’’ he exclaims, when we are talking about it ; 
‘*can’t miss it!" Why sonny, they're a-missing it 
all around us, and a fearful thing it is! Yes, sir, a 
fearful thing to miss the joy and the beauty of a noble 
life! We must get in and help them, we old fellows. 
I've had pretty much all the happiness that’s worth 
having, but the most lasting and the most satisfying 
is leading a wandering boy straight to the goal of life.’’ 

- CINCINNATI. 
om 


Impossible ? 
By Belle Sparr Luckett 
WHO tremble, lift this burden ? 
My lips stammer forth this song ? 


My heart, fainting, cheer this people ? 
My feet, stumbling, lead this throng ? 
My hands, skilless, work this healing ? 
My eyes, dim, this vision see ? 
My ears, dulled, still catch this music ? 
My hope, failing, valiant be ?— 
My-faith, trusting, claims this promise,— 
All things, through Him, I may do, ; 
WasuinctTon, D. C. 


- 


in Modern Times 





Striking evidence from the observation and studies of the late Dr. John L. Nevius, 
for forty years a missionary to the Chinese; being extracts from his book on 
**Demon Possession and Allied Themes,’ published by. Fleming H. Revell Company. 


HE Bible recognizes not only the 
material world, but a spiritual world 
intimately connected with it, and 
spiritual beings both good and bad, 
who have access to, and influence for 
good and ill, the world’s inhabitants. 
If the claim of the Bible to be of di- 
vine origin is well founded, it is the 
very guide we. need, and the only 

authoritative guide to answer the. questions which 
have been raised in this inquiry. If the teach- 
ings of the Bible on this subject are unreliable and 
inconclusive, the authority of the Scriptures is shaken 
to its very foundations, and a wide door is open to 
doubt and unbelief. - The assaults of infidelity against 
the Bible are often made at this, which is supposed to 
be its weakest point. Not a few who have given un- 
reasoning assent to the oft repeated and very generally 
believed assertion that there is, and in the nature of 
things can be, no evidence of unseen existences, and 
that possession by demons is a superstitious delusion 
of an unscientific age, have in consequence had their 
confidence in the Scriptures shaken or permanently 
destroyed. 

The testimony of the Scriptures on this subject, and 
that which we derive from sources outside the Scrip- 
tures, are mutually confirmatory. To one in whose 
mind doubts have arisen as to the fossibility of oc- 
currences which are declared in the Scriptures to have 
taken place, the appearance in the present age and in 
ordinary life, of facts similar to or identical with those 
to which the Bible bears witness tends to solve his 
doubts. The very statements which were the means 
of shaking his confidence in the Bible become to him 
convincing evidence of its truth. _On the other hand, 
the testimony of the Bible on this subject confirms and 
authenticates similar testimony from other sources, 
and above all gives us authoritative instruction re- 
specting the character and origin of this class of phe- 
nomena. The importance, then, of a careful and 
unprejudiced consideration of what the Bible teaches 
on this subject is apparent. . . . 

We believe, then, that the language of the Bible 
with reference to demon possession is to be interpreted 
in its ordinary literal sense ; that it represents actual 





occurrences ; that there were unseen spirits in Judza ; 
that they sought opportunities to possess themselves 
of the bodies of men ; that they did so, and while in 
possession of those bodies gave evidence of that 
possession. which was palpable and unmistakable. 
They conversed through the organs: of speech of the 
persons possessed, and gave evidence of personality, 
of desires, and fears, and acknowledged God's authority 
over them, Our Saviour cast them out by: his word, 
and gave the same authority to his disciples, though 
it does not clearly appear in the Scriptures how long 
that power was to continue. 

In a word, we believe that our Saviour said just 
what he meant, and that he was perfectly acquainted 
with this whole subject in all its facts and bearings. 

It thus appears that the hypothesis of demon-pos- 
session may claim a divine sanction, as well as the 
common consent of all nations and ages. The ques- 
tion of such events being repeated in the world’s 
history is simply a matter of evidence. Let us deter- 
mine, then, by comparison, how far the manifestations 
or symptoms of demon-possession as they appeared in 
the previous chapters of this treatise correspond with 
those presented to us in the New Testament. | 

1. In China persons afflicted are of .both Yexes and 
of all ages. The same is true of the cases presented 
in Scripture. 

2. A marked characteristic of the cases which have 
been met with in China is that the attacks are occa- 
sional, and commence with some physical disturbance 
or bodily convulsion. This corresponds with the cases 
given in Scripture : ‘‘ Lo, a spirit taketh him, and he 
suddenly crieth out ; and it teareth him that he foameth 
again, and bruising him hardly departeth from him"’ 
(Luke 9 : 39 ; comp. Mark g : 18 and Luke 8 : 29). 

3. In many of the cases which have come before us 
the demon declares that he will never cease to tor- 
ment his victim unless he submits to his will. The 
subject bemoans his deplorable and hopeless con- 
dition, and sympathizing friends intercede for him. 
Frequently the victim pines away and dies. The cor- 
respondence of these characteristics to the cases given 
in Scripture is too obvious and striking to require 
pointing out. 

( Continued on page 78, third column) 
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How to Make Decision Day the Greatest 





To Make It a Real Decision Day 
By Mrs. M. G. Kennedy 


Put ye in the sickle ; for the harvest is ripe.—Joel 3 : 13. 


Some of us have been hungry-hearted for a harvest, to 
know that the Lord has blessed our labors, Yet we 
labor on week after week, and with our weak sight do 
not see that the seed has sprouted. Yet we may take 
heart of hope from one of the magnificent monarchs of the 
forest for which California is so famous. So broad is its 
base that though it be sawed through and through near the 
ground, it will give no sign of falling. But when a rope is 
thrown around some limb away uf in the air, then a com- 
paratively gentle tug at the rope will bring the giant thun- 
dering down. Yet a thousand men would have pulled at 
that same rope in vain if the sawing had not previously 
been done. So it is often in bringing down a soul to 
the foot of the cross, The real work, the patient work, 
has been done through the months, possibly years, of faith- 
ful teaching. 

This largely answers the objection that every day ought 
to be Decision Day, It is perfectly true that it ought. 
But what can be done any day is likely never to be done. 
‘There is many a teacher faithful in other ways who does 
not know how to lead a soul to Christ, and others have not 
the faith for the work. A day when special emphasis is 
placed on decision is certainly an instrument of immense 
power, Let us not make the mistake of going to either 
extreme, and neither ignore Decision Day, nor lean too 
much upon it, letting precious days slip by. 

The Bible is full of Decision Days. I could almost wish 
that in this little series of articles I had ‘*begun farther 
back ’’ and opened them with one article on 


Bible Decision Days : 

Think of them! There was Abraham called to decide 
whether he would leave home, country, friends, and go out 
not knowing whither—all he knew was that the Lord 
called on him to decide whether or not he would obey. 
Do you suppose he dawdled over that decision, and said, 
**T would Tlie to do this thing which I suppose is right, 
but I don’t understand much about it, and P don’t know 
the. way, and I don’t know whether I shall hold out till I 
get to that unknown home which the Lord says he has 
preparéd for me,” 

Then look at that great Decision Day out in the Wilder- 
ness before rugged Mount Sinai, Can you not see that 
great camp of hundreds of thousands of people listening 
to the voice of Moses? The first step had been to make 
them ashamed of their sin. Then Moses called for in- 
stant decision. Hear his ringing voice, ‘‘ Who is on the 
Lord’s side? Let him come tome!”’’ See them “go for- 
ward ’’ to the side of the leader. Those who ‘** would like 
time to think of the matter ’’ were counted as on the other 
side, 

And now they are in the promised land, in the lovely 
valley of Shechem, with the grim walls of rock rising on 
either side, mounts of cursing and of blessing. Which 
should it be? It was for them to choose. Joshua did not 
say, ‘*Go home and think over this matter.’’ Nor, ‘‘ Have 
a few fast days and weep and wail.’’ Nor, ‘*Come week 
after week till I can fully instruct you in what this thing 
means.’’ How the voice of the soldier Captain accus- 
tomed to giving orders rang and was echoed back from the 
rocks : ** Choose YE—when? THIS DAY. What? Whom 
YE WILt serve.”? <A national Decision Day! Think of 
that. Pray for that. 

Again, on Mount Carmel, hear Elijah cry out, ‘* How 
long halt ye undecided? Choose now between Baal, and 
the Lord, and follow one or the other.’’ 

I cannot stop to even hint at the many New Testament 
Decision Days. Again and again when the Christ called 
‘*Follow me’’ quick decision was made. And ah me! 
There was a certain Decision Day at Nazareth, when the 
decision was on the wrong side. That was Decision Day 
at Jericho when Bartimeus and Zaccheus decided for 
Christ. What a good thing, for he was passing by then 
but never came that way again. Yes, there are special 
times when Jesus of Nazareth is passing by. 


Before School on Decision Day 

Shall an evangelist be called in, or some eloquent 
speaker? There are times when a new voice gains a more 
attentive hearing, and stirs buried impulses. But as a 
rule I feel strongly that it is a family day, when a stranger 
intermeddleth often to the hurt rather than to the help. 
Those who have sown have the right to be the reapers, 
and they know individual temperaments and how to deal 
with them, as an outsider, no matter how winning he may 
be, cannot de. Ask the pastor to preach a sermon on the 
need of salvation, and how to get that salvation. Have a 
ten minute prayer-meeting directly before school, of teachers 
and the older Christian scholars. Remember that there 
are some things we have a right to expect. If we have 
been faithful in our regular work, we have a right to expect 
that God will keep his side of the covenant. And if we 
are ready to let him use us as channels, we have a right 
to expect that he will set his seal upon our work. 

If we have been in the habit of presenting Christ to our 
scholars, we have a right to expect that the Spirit of God 


will make him a power in the life of the scholars. This is 
what Jesus has promised should be his work. 

If we have fulfilled these conditions, we have a right to 
expect the conversion of souls. So put in the sickle and 
reap, and may a rich harvest be gathered these days from 
many of his various fields. Go in to the class not looking 
solemn and glum, as if some dread but mysterious thing 
were to occur, but with bright, joyous faces, and genial 
handshake, for ‘‘ In the joy of the Lord is your strength.”’ 

Before we enter the schoolroom, let me say that the sug- 
gestions given below are for the junior and intermediate 
grades, those from nine to sixteen or seventeen years of 
age, though most of them may be used: for older scholars. 
But the primary department has been entirely eliminated 
from this article. any primary children are real Chris- 
tians, for a child may very early be a Christian. But em- 
phatically Decision Day methods should have no place in 
the primary room. 


In the Schoolroom 

Carefully select the music. On the one hand do not have 
light ‘* hymns ’’ with almost gay choruses, which as one re- 
marked to me the other day, ‘‘ have such a swing in them 
that they almost go of themselves.’’ On the other hand, 
I would not start with such tender invitations as ‘‘ Jesus is 
tenderly calling for thee,’’ nor ‘‘ Behold one knocking at 
the door.’’ ese will fit better later on in the services. 
‘*Coronation’’; ‘‘ Jesus, Lover of my soul’’; ‘‘ Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty ’’ ; Love Divine, all love 
excelling ’’ ; such as these create an atmosphere without 
trying to open the door into emotions which are not there 
yet. Omit from the opening exercises all such things as 
drilling on new music, all notices of social occasions, in- 
deed, any notices that are not directly important. Instead 
of the usual responsive readings choose such as Psalm 51, 
or Isaiah 53, part of John 14, or 15, or 16. Get clear of 
class registry and ee as early as possible, that nothing 
may break the current of thought. 

All other things being out of the way, have a brief 
prayer, or perhaps a silent one; first explaining for what 
we should ask. Remember that it was ‘‘ When they had 
prayed, the place was shaken wherein they were gathered 
together; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and they spake the word of God with boldness ’’ (Acts 
In many schools it is well to give the class teachers the 
first part of the time, as they know the individual scholars. 
Suppose slips..of paper and pencils, are distributed, and 
each scholar, Christian or not, is asked to write his idea of 
what it is to be a Christian. If there is time, the teacher 
may comment on these, or may tell of his or her own ex- 
ceeding desire that every member of the class be a Chris- 
tian, giving out of his own experience the reasons. If a 
teacher and any Christian scholars in the class will tell in 
natural but earnest way what Christ has been and is to 
them, it will go farther than almost any other thing. Do 
not take more than ten minutes for all this. 

In the meanwhile the slips have been gathered and 
looked over by the leader for the next part of the service, 
who may be pastor, superintendent, or any other best 
fitted for it. Most pastors would crave the opportunity. 
He may be both surprised and dismayed at what he finds. 
I have seen such slips in well-taught schools where the 
majority of the answers were like these: To be good: 
never to get mad; never to do anything wrong. To be 
baptized ; to join the church; to sign a card; to stand up 
in prayer-meeting. 

Do not let the tempter beguile you into a long talk, but 
briefly, clearly, simply, possibly with the aid of the black- 
board, show what being a Christian is #o¢, then what it 7s. 
All this, great as is the work, needs but a few sentences. 
The talk should not be emotional, but should impress a 
sense of personal accountability. 

There is a line between those who are Christians and 
those who are not,—between those who are on the right 
side and those who are not. You are on one side or the 
other. Some of you have been unconsciously on the right 
side perhaps for along time. Ever since you can remember, 
you have been trying to do the will of God. But you have 
not thought of yourself as being that which seemed to you 
a thing above your reach. Think about it now. Know 
where you want to be; take your place there before us all 
to-day. 

Do wes wound tender souls who all their lives, under 
Christian training, have be enliving a Christian life, by im- 
ploring them to be Christians. But many have never been 
brought face to face with the question. Help these to 
recognize their place, and own it. Many and many 
a girl and boy and young person have I heard, with look of 
mingled surprise and glad claiming of their right, say, 
‘* Why, I have not thought of it so.’’ I have watched 
some stand the test of years. They make stalwart Chris- 
tian workers. Others know they are not Christians, have 
not thought much about the matter, or have vaguely 
thought without actual decision. 

Some of you may have all your lives thought of God rev- 
erently, said your prayers twice a day, more often when in 
trouble ; listened reverently to the preaching and teaching 
of the Word, yet never definitely made up your minds to 
serve God, to accept of Jesus as your Saviour. Why not 
decide now? Who will say ‘I will, by the help of God, I 
will?’? You make up your mind about everything else, 


and do it. Make up your mind to do this now. Who will 
say ‘I will, by ’s help, I will ?”’ 

There are, of course, many other ways of setting the de- 
cision before the scholars. This’ is merely suggested be- 
cause it is both tried and simple. Do not draw it out. 
Of course the teachers will take the names of any who 
have made any sort. of expression, and keeping a list for 
their own use will give another to pastor and superinten- 
dent, 

The question will be sure to be asked about the use of 
some form of cards. Some such cards mean almost noth- 
ing. Of what use are they? Some are so vague, or in 
such high-sounding terms, that they.do not really speak to 
the heart. Some mean too much, more than the newly- 
awakened thought is able to grasp, or than the newly-born 
soul should promise. Yet they do have some features to 
recommend them. It is a thing to be handled with much 
care. It is an easy matter to write one’s name, far easier 
than to rise to be ‘‘ stared at,’’ or to speak even , omarg wo 
little words, ‘‘I will.’’ It is almost as easy to forget that 
the name written is a pledge. Many signing such a card 
think that is all there is to do, and then believe that they 
are full-fledged Christians, and have no need to live a 
changed life. If you have cards, see to it that they are 
understood. I had intended giving a list of some of the 
best, but it is hardly needful. Next week, however, be- 
cause it belongs rather to the subject ‘* After Decision 
Day’? than to the day itself, I will speak of one I have used 
for many years. 

Once after a talk on Joshua’s grand Decision Day, and a 
personal talk, instead of distributing cards, I asked the 
scholars, who-in this instance were all between nine and 
thirteen, to go home, think of what we had been talking 
about, pray over it, asking the Lord what they ought to 
do, and then bring me their decision written on paper the 
next Sunday. No hint was. given as. to the wording, ex- 
cepting as such naturally would come into the talk on that 
scene. But the next Sabbath a pile of little papers were 
laid upon my desk, almost all worded with slight variations 
in this way, ‘‘ No matter what other folks do, as for me, 
God helping me, I CHOOSE from this time to serve the 
Lord.’? Such expressions from themselves after the inter- 
vening days spoke more to me than any card signed under 
impulse on the spot. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


The Time for Decision 


A speaker in Sunday-school work was offering his audi- 
ence many helpful suggestions, intended to put them in 
touch with their scholars at critical times in their lives. At 
a certain period in his talk, he asked those in his audience 
to rise who had become Christians after they were sixteen. 
A goodly number rose. 

‘* Now will those remain standing,’’ he said, ‘* who are 
conscious that there was an earlier time in their lives when 
some tender word, a cordial invitation, or an environment 
of warm spiritual interest. would have led them into the 
Saviour’s fold ?’’ 

Only three reseated themselves. All the rest had come to 
a time of decision for Christ, and had drifted away again for 
some years, for the lack of some one near enough and lov- 
ing enough as a Christian and a friend to discover it. 

The incident has a lesson and a heart truth for every 
Christian, particularly for those in intimate touch with the 
young. ‘‘Feed my lambs’’ was one of the Saviour’s 
parting messages to his followers. In many, indeed in most, 
cases, children brought up in Christian families need not 
reach matured sin and wickedness before they consciously 
enlist under Christ’s banner. The life of Chvist touches a 
child’s heart. His death causes young hearts to ache 
while the story is still fresh to them. Pilate’s offer to the 
Jews to choose between Christ and Barabbas stirs indigna- 
tion and loyalty to the Saviour. His resurrection they 
meet in glad faith. They themselves are often ready to 
choose with a depth of feeling older Christians do not 
guess lies in children’s hearts. 

They do not face all the evils of life in a twelve or four- 
teen-year-old choice, nor put aside deeply-seated sin with 
racking repentance, but boys and girls of these ages are 
both conscious of the evil and of the good, as very persist- 
ent factors in life. They know how easily they choose the 
wrong path, and are often already started on some of the 
fatal sins of manhood and womanhood. Boys of thirteen 
have been known to swear like pirates, even when they 
were not street Arabs ; drinking on the sly, lying, cheat- 
ing, and petty thieving, do not begin in mature manhood, 
and are not confined to the slums, as every teacher knows. 
Then may not the child who must face right and wrong 
every day choose his Master with a deep-seated sincerity ? 

Loyalty is a good seed that is planted in the early years 
of life as certainly as the seeds of evil. Seeds of sin need 
constant weeding out, but there is no better way to keep 
them out than by planting a good crop of the ‘* Whatso- 
evers.”’ 

‘*Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are 
of good report ; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things,’ and boys and girls think 
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. feel that the Saviour of the world is their Saviour. 
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on these when they have made their decision on 
Christ’s side. 

It is affirmed by some that a child of a Christian family 
needs no conversion, but simply grows up in the fear of 
the Lord. This has a large element of truth in it, espe- 
cially when the love of Christ, his blessing on our lives, 
our daily obligations, and his pleasure in our well-doing, 
are constantly spoken of and lived before them. But chil- 
dren have deeper thoughts than their elders often credit 
them with, eir wrong-doing is often wrong in their own 
eyes, even when unacknowledged, and just in p rtion 
to the warmth and depth of the love which they give the 
Saviour, is the sorrow that they-have not always tried to 
please him, though this is more apt to come after than be- 
fore their decision for the Lord’s side. 

Deep and heartrending repentance may not be necessary 
in childhood, but there comes a time to most boys and 

irls when the Saviour draws very near them, and they 
feel they are being personally called to follow him. 

This may not be the old-fashioned type of conversion, 
but the boy or girl who makes an earnest choice of his life 
Leader at such a time is conscious of more than a simple 

wth. It is decision time for them when the Saviour’s 
love, which has been like a beautiful background in their 
lives, is consciously returned, and with loving fealty they 
Surely 
the Christian growth that comes from fourteen to twenty 
strengthens the life for Christ. 

**Do you believe the choice they have made now will 
help them in the temptations that come between twenty 
and thirty ?’’ asked a woman concernifig boys who had 
united with the church at thirteen. 

Surely seven years of nearness to the Saviour, and close 
acquaintanceship with him, ought to help. That the 
choice for right or wrong is made over and over again is 
true, and for greater good or greater evil, as manhood ap- 
proaches. When manhood’s choices come there is man- 
hood’s strength to meet them, and underneath the 
Everlasting Arms not unknown to a boy who has been 
seven years a Christian. 

The Christian life is a growth, and all young life is a 
growth. Helping, watching, guiding the young Christian 
is a work full of Christlikeness. To grow as Christ himself 
did, ‘‘increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 
God and man,”’ is the path of life we would wish for all 
childhood and youth. Being ready to help, earnest to 
win, prayer-eager for the “young life for Christ, is the no- 
blest, sweetest work that comes to the heart and lips of an 
older Christian. —Zéizabeth L. Gebhard, Hudson, N. Y. 


“ 
How a Pastor Prepared for the Day 


It was my privilege to be a co-worker with the Rev. Dr. 
Howard Agnew Johnston of the Madison Avenue Presby- 
terian Church in New York City, in his preparation for the 
observance of Decision Day. 

A large gathering of his teachers was addressed by the 
Doctor. He told them exactly in detail what he proposed 
to do himself, and what he wanted them todo. He said 
that he wanted the teachers to have their scholars in church 
on the morning of Decision Day, with as many parents as 
possible. He then proposed to preach a definite sermon 
on the important matter of deciding for Christ. At the 
next session cf the Sunday-schoo: he expected to come 
into the Sunday-school himself, and invite all scholars who 
wanted to talk with him.personally about the matter of de- 
ciding for. Christ to remain behind after the close of the 
session, He urged the teachers to see to it that serious- 
minded scholars should be persuaded to remain. He told 
his teachers definitely what »oint he wanted them to urge 
upon the scholars in the lesson of each of the two Sundays 
before Decision Day, cach of these points having to do 
definitely with their rciationship toward Christ. So clearly 
was this matter put that no teacher could fail to understand 
what the Doctor was driving at. 

After his address, the writer was asked to make the ad- 
dress of the evening to the teachers, making clear to them, 
so far as possible, the privilege and the duty of making the 
utmost of this opportunity for bringing their scholars to a 
calm and intelligent decisicn for the Master.— Zhe Rev. 
A. F. Schauffler, D.D., New York City. 


~ 
Would You Like Leaflets ? 


Leaflets for Decision Day made up of reprints from 
The Sunday School Times have been issued, and will be 
found of service in preparing for the occasion. Especially 
adapted to the supcrintendents, or for general use is an 
eight-page leaflet entitled ‘‘ Decision Day in the Sunday- 
School,’’ by the Rev. H. W. Pope (3 cunts each, $2.50 a 
hundred copies); for the use of the teacher, ‘A Soul- 
Saving Sunday-School,”’ by Amos R. Wells (3 cents each, 
25 cents a dozen, $1.75 a hundred); and for the pupil’s 
use, ‘What Am I Asked to Do on Decision Day?’ by 
the Rev. Dr. J. R. Miller (2 cents each, $1 a hundred). 
Added to Mr. Wells’ leaflet is an article by-Dr. A. F. 
Schauffler entitled ‘‘ Crucial Years in the Child’s Spiritual 
Life,’’. with charts. Decision cards can also be furnished, 
at § cents a dozen, or 35 centsahundred. These cards are 


of two kinds. The first is a form of reconsecration for 
those who are already confessed Christians, the other a 
decision to publicly accept Christ. These are the forms 
respectively, with a line for the scholar’s signature and 
another for that of the teacher : 





Decision Day 

| HAVE joined with others to-day in expressing my 

need of living closer to my Master, of putting out 
of my life the things that are hindering my best service 
for him, of opening my heart more fully to the incom- 
ing of his Holy Spirit, and of yielding my life more 
completely to his guidance and service. I prayerfully 
ask his help 1n these things. 








Decision Day 

] KNOW that Jesus Christ died for my sins, and has 
asked me to accept him as my loving Saviour. I 

know that he wishes all who love and accept him to 

do this publicly before others, and so, iooking to him 

for strength, I have joined with others to-day in de- 

ciding to accept him as my Saviour. 











4 
Does Decision Day Keep Them Away? 


It is not always thought best to herald Decision Day to 
the whole school, but evidence accumulates to show that 
even where this is done it seldom keeps pupils from at- 
tending. Miss Anna T. Law, Sunday-school Visitor of 
the North Avenue Methodist Church of Allegheny, Pa., 
sends this added evidence on the subject : 

** We held our Decision Day service this year on January 
21, at the close of a two-weeks’ service by the pastor. The 
meetings had been good, but not specially so. What I 
mean is that the church had not seemed more interested 
than usual, but our superintendent had urged every teacher 
to see the scholars individually, and this was done. I am 
a Sunday-school Visitor, and I found that the teachers had 
‘been in the homes during the preceding two weeks: Dur. 
ing the last two weeks we had four special prayer services 
led by the superintendent at the teachers’-meeting and 
after Sunday-school. At the service Sunday we were led 
by the pastor. Seventy names were given in of those who 
desired to be Christians. Most of these joined the church. 
One significant thing was the fact that, while we had 827 
present the Sunday before, on Decision Day we had 877, — 
an increase of fifty, although they knew the nature of the 
service. Ourwork is growing, and we are trying to make 
Decision Day the greatest day in the year.’’ 


% 
What Was the Origin of Decision Day? 


The Sunday School Times last fall asked for evidence as 
to the origin of Decision Day, and in response E. F. Wes- 
cott of Newark, New Jersey, sends a reprint of an article 
written by him in the fall of 1896, which opens as follows : 
**T have long felt impressed with the fact that we are miss- 
ing in our united Sunday-school work one of the golden 
opportunities for gathering the children committed to our 
care into the fold of our Redeemer, by not having a special 
Sunday, at least once in each quarter, set apart and recog- 
nized as Decision Day.’’ This article was originally printed 
in the New Jersey Sunday-School Messenger for Novem- 
ber, 1896, under the title ** Decision Day.’’ There will be 
interest just now in this account which Mr. Wescott has 
sent to the Times : 

**I have just learned of your request regarding the 
origin of Decision Day. This article was written by me 
after conference with Dr. George W. Bailey of your city. 
He requested me to write out my thought for The Interna- 
tional Evangel, then of St. Louis. The day I wrote the 
article, the. Rev. E. M. Fergusson, General Secretary of 
the New Jersey Sunday - school Association, was my 
guest. I gave the paper to him to ‘‘ blue-pencil’’ as an 
editor. After reading. it, he put it in his pocket, claim- 
ing the article for New Jersey, as I was then, and had 
been for eight years previous, associated in state Sunday- 
school work. . The article was reprinted in the Evangel, 
The Ohio Sunday-school Worker, The Australian Sunday- 
school Teacher, The Missouri Sunday-school Messenger, 
and other papers. I also had many-thousands of the leaflet, 
like the enclosed sample, printed for distribution at Interna- 
tional, state, and county conventions, in order that a quick 
general observance of the day might be brought about. I 
understand that others are claiming priority of the thought. 
Be this as it may, it was my article upon which the work, so 
far as its adoption by organized Sunday-school movement is 
concerned, was started around the world. I have no de- 
sire to claim a patent right on the article, as the thought 
was borne in upon my mind and heart to such an extent 
that I went to Dr. Bailey—dear man of God !—to have 
him write it out for publication. After I had talked it 


over fully with him, he oes me to write it out for the 
ae which, in fear and trembling, I did, as above sex 


« 
A Soul-Saving Sunday-School 


If every Sunday-school teacher did his duty there would 
probably be no need ef a Decision Day, but that day has 
not come, It is refreshing, however, to hear of a Sunday- 


school that makes it its business to bring its members to a 
decision for Christ. Read what the Rev. F. T. Keeney 
says about the work in Hedding Methodist Episcopal Sun- 
day-school, in Elmira, N. Y. : 

** While others are saying good things concerning De- 
cision Day in The Sunday School Times, it has occurred 
to me that you might be interested in a plan for reach- 
ing results in the Sunday-school which I have been using 
with great satisfaction, I have found that the pubiic test 
during the session of the Sunday-school is often unsatis- 
factory even when carefully safeguarded. Children are so 
apt to go en masse, as sheep. This plan deals with each 
child individually, and also causes the teachers to feel a 
degree of responsibility for the conversion of their scholars 
which they may not previously have had. During three 
weeks of evangelistic services, one evening each week has 
been devoted under this plan to the interests of the Sun- 
day-school. The visit of the teacher to the homes of her 
pupils to see the child also opens the way to leave a helpful 
message with the parents, and an invitation to attend the 
revival services during the week.’ Asa result of our work 
we received about forty into the church from the Sunday. 
school, which includes nearly all from the junior and 
senior grades who have not previously made a public con- 
fession of Christ as their personal Saviour.’’ 

Here is a letter sent out by the pastor, followed by a 
copy of the report blank used for Decision Day : 


HEDDING METHODIST SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
ELMIRA, NEW YORK 


_——_ 


Teacher's Pledge of Prayer and Personal Work 
God helping me, I wiil earnestly pray each day, by name, for 
the conversion of each member of my Sunday-school class ; 
and will endeavor to so illustrate in my life the gospel of Christ 
which I teach, and to so come in personal contac’ with my 
,..8cholars outside the Sunday-school, as to help answer my own 
prayers, and secure the conversion of every member of my class. 
DEAR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR AND SENIOR GRADES : 

In furthering the spiritual work of the church, and 
in aiding to secure the conversion of every member of our 
Sunday-school, I desire you to see each of your scholars; who 
is not already a member of the church, within the next two 
weeks, and talk with them concerning their personal relation 
to Christ, and the duty of accepting and confessirg him as 
their personal Saviour.. 

If they are not Christians, if possible, bring them to a de- 
cision to give their lives to Christ, and to publicly profess their 
prepa to love and serve him. 

If they are Christians, but have never united with the church, 
try and secure their consent to join the church on probation, 
and to be baptized, if they have not already received this sac- 
rament. 

If possible, each one should be seen privately, either at 
your own home or at their home, rather than before other 
members of the class during the sessi i: of the -chool. 

If you are in doubt concerning any individual casc, espe- 
cially with the younger scholars, I would advise conferring 
with the parents. 

I desire to meet all teachers of the junior and senior grades 
on Monday evenin~ next, January 4, at ths church at 7.30, for 
prayer and conference. On the foliowing Monclay evening, 
January 11, we will have our secon. meetiny, to receive re- 
ports and to have further prayer and conference together. At 
our third meeting, Mond. y evening, January 18, please bring 
with you to the service all scholars who have expressed a 
desire to lead a Chri.-ian life and to unite with the church. 

Please use the encl sed iank ior report. 

Let all be done as in God's sight, by men and women who 
are intrusted by the church with the training of immortal 
souls, Go in prayer and faith. You will havethe aid of the 
Holy Spirit and the prayers of 

Your pastor, 
F. T. KEENEY. 





HEDDING METHODIST SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
ELMIRA, NEW YORK 


Report Blank for Pastor, Junior and Senior Grades 
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Help From a Paper and a Library 


A Home Department which lives up to its privileges is 
that connected with the Madison Avenue Peecteteien 
Church of New York. It cares for all sides of human na- 
ture that it caters to. This has been known as the largest 
Home Department in the world. It numbers something 
under twelve hundred in membership, and still holds its 
place at the head of the list. It was found that the hun- 
dreds of families in the tenements of the parish with which 
the Visitors came in contact, needed reading matter in addi 
tion to the lesson books, so there was nothing for the Visi- 
tors to do but to get funds for a library. A hundred books 
in many languages were secured, and Miss A, E. Watrous 
was put in charge as librarian, This was about fifteen 
months ago. Then a catalog was printed, and great was 
the joy in the foreign tenements. Any member could draw 
hetle, and the old folks as well as the children were eager 
to read ‘*Christie’s Old Organ,’’ ‘*‘ Peep of Day,’’ and 
other well-known stories, in their native tongue. Miss 
Watrous described this library movement in The Sunday 
School Times for October 7, 1905. In May, 1904, a little 
monthly eight-page paper was started as a means of com- 
munication between the church and the members. The 
Home Messenger also printed stories for the home readers, 
and the pastor, Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston, a staunch 
friend of the Home Department, has a page in which to 
show his interest in these homes. William W. Hall, gen- 
eral superintendent of the Madison Avenue school, 
founded this splendid department, which long ago gave up 
the idea of increasing its membership faster than it could 
well be taken care of, a 


Heroic Work in Western Nebraska 


A Home Department district fifty miles long is one of 
the features of church work west of the Mississippi. Mrs. 
D. W. King, a pastor’s wife of Hyannis, Nebraska, manages 
a Home Department of over thirty members, living in this 
vast parish. The town of Hyannis is the capital of Grant 
County, and Mrs. King watches for the visit to the county 
seat of her scattered flock. The work is self-supporting. 
One man joined the Department, and soon reported that.he 
had started a Sunday-school at his home, and frequently 
young people are discovered who have never attended 
church or Sunday-school. The Hyannis church is the only 
one between Anselmo and Alliance, a distance of one hun- 
dred and seventy miles. 


The Harvest of Seven Visitors 


Seven Visitors, assigned to a well-defined district and in- 
structed to make a house-to-house canvass for Sunday- 
school members, were the means of bringing one hundred 
persons into the Home Department of the First Baptist 
Church of Jackson, Mississippi. This was accomplished 
between February end July,—within five months. A 
Home Department Day in the same school early in the 
campaign gave much impetus to the movement. A postal 
card invitation like this was sent out, and a successful 
program carried out : 


First Baptist Sunday-School 


Jackson, Miss. 
DEAR FRIEND: 
Sunday, March 29, will be HOME DEPARTMENT 
Day in this Sunday-school, and you are cordially invited to 
be present. 
A special program will be prepared, and we hope to have a 
leasant and profitable service. Z2me, 9.30 4. M. 
P. B. BRIDGEs, JOHN ‘T. BUCK, 
Sup't Home Dep't. Superintendent. 


Whence Cometh the Visitor’s Help ? 


‘Arise, let us go hence,’’ said Christ to his disciples on 
that memorable night so long ago, intimating he would go 
with them. Whatever trials came he would be there to 
share them. 

So even now he seems to say to the Home Department 
worker, ‘*Arise, let ws go.’? How many times has a Home 
Department worker gone out with fear and trembling, 
dreading some difficulty she felt sure was awaiting her, to 
tind when she got there her Master had preceded her and 
overcome the difficulty. 

A Home Department Visitor one time had a strong 
feeling that she ought to speak to a certain member about 
her soul’s salvation, but hesitated a long time, not knowing 
how to broach the subject, for fear of being repulsed. At 
last feeling she must delay no longer, she prepared herself 
to meet all objections the member might have to make, 
and to overwhelm hez with reasons why she should make a 
decision for Christ. 

Going to her with great trepidation she said, ‘‘ Do you 
not think it time for you to make a confession of Christ, and 
come out and join yourself to his people?’’ Judge of her 
surprise when the woman said without any hesitation, 
** Yes, I have been thinking for some time I ought to do 


. 





What good things is your Home De- 
partment doing? The editors of the 
Times want to hear from you, and 
will gladly pay for every striking in- 
cident of the work or description of 
successful method that they can use. 
Articles of from one hundred words 
to one thousand are welcome. 











this.’’ There was the stone rolled away, so to speak, the 
difficulty removed, before the Visitor got there. 

Favored, indeed, are we to thus have the companionship 
of the Christ on these errands. And unless we do have it, 
let us tarry like the children of Israel, until his presence 
does go with us.—Z//a Louise Hackett, Philadelphia. 


“ 
Those Wasted Opportunities 


A Home Department superintendent one time suggested 
to her Visitors, in the little meeting they hold together 
once a quarter for conference and prayer, that they speak 
to their members more about their spiritual condition. 
Many of the Visitors were amazed, and one said ‘‘m 
members I think would feel insulted if I should talk to 
them about such things.’’ This in turn amazed the super- 
intendent, who referred them to Malachi 3: 16: ‘‘ Then 
they that feared Jehovah spake one with another ; and Je- 
hovah hearkened, and heard, and a book of remembrance 
was written before him, for them that feared Jehovah, and 
that thought upon his name.’’ She reminded them also 
that that should be the most natural thing for Christians to 
talk about, especially when on such an errand. 

This, too, is what the members most. naturally expect, 
but of course it must be done in a way to make the one 
spoken to feel the earnestness of the effort. 

There was a certain member who, the superintendent had 
felt for some time, ought to be in the church, so after much 
prayer and preparation to meet all objections that might be 
offered, she called upon the person in question, and soon 
made her errand known by saying, ‘‘ Mrs. Blank, do you 
not think it is time we had you with us in the church ?”’ 
Without any objection whatever, the answer came, ‘‘ Yes, I 
do ; I have been thinking a great deal about it of late.’’ 

Another time, at a meeting when those who wished to 
confess Christ were asked to stand up, great surprise was 
felt by one who noticed that a certain man who was sup- 
posed to be, and in former years had been, a good profess- 
ing Christian, did not rise. When an opportunity was 
offered after the meeting, this person spoke to the one who 
had refused to stand up, and his reason was asked, where- 
upon he completely gave way, saying that he was tired of this 
empty show, claiming to be something which he was not. 
The way was now opened, and a good heart.to heart talk 
was indulged in, resulting in the young man being again 
brought back into the fold, and becoming once more an 
active, earnest Christian worker. He claimed his growing 
cold had been occasioned by others seeming to lose inter- 
est in him, and said, ‘‘ Do you know I have been waiting 
for months for some one to talk to me this way. They 
will comé into the store and talk to my arene about his 
soul’s salvation, knowing he was not a Christian, passing 
me by, when I was yearning to have them speak to me, 
but was too proud to speak to them first on the subject.’’ 

Is not this the case many times? Are we not missing 
many precious opportunities right at our side every day by 
neglecting to speak the word of spiritual help to both those 
who are not professing Christians and those who are, who 
are anxiously waiting to be spoken to ?—Z. Z. H. 


% 
Capturing the Deacon 


Being desirous of securing as many members as possible, 
and knowing that if she could secure some of the officers of 
the church as members it would give the department a 
good start, a Sunday-school worker approached several of 
them. Some gave her their names as members. When 
the first quarter was finished, one of the deacons told her 
that when she asked him to unite with the Home Depart- 
ment he did so only to encourage her. He recognized 
the fact that he was a deacon in the church, and while he 
had not been taking an interest in the Sunday-school, he 
should not refuse to encourage one who was endeavoring 
to do aggressive work. He further stated that he had not 
been in the habit of reading the Bible very much ; indeed, 
he had never found very much of interest in it to him, a 
busy business man, but since he had said he would study 
the lessons, he must keep his word; ‘‘ and now ”’ he said, 


‘*T want to tell you that I have found the lessons of in- 
tensest interest, and the systematic study has opened my 
eyes to the preciousness of God’s Word. I want to thank 
you for asking me to join the Home Department.’’? Our 
churches have many men who, like the deacon, if once in- 
terested in the personal study of God’s Word would bear a 
testimony similar to this deacon’s.— Zhe Rev. M. E£. 
Snyder, Ph.D., Bridgeton, N. J. 


a 
Home Meetings in Arkansas 


The social side of the Home Department work must not 
be forgotten if we are to get the home bodies enlisted for 
service in the church. eetings at Visitors’ homes is one 
good way to bring them together. In Arkansas, where so 
much aggressive Sunday-school work is being done, they 
are keeping this fact in mind. The Rev. W. Fred Long 
sends the following information, which will serve as an in- 
stance: ‘* Hunter Memorial Church, Little Rock, the Rev. 
J. D. Hammond, pastor, has a Home Department of over 
two hundred, with about twenty Visitors. The Visitors 
decided that each will entertain her class in the order 
of rotation for twenty weeks. - At the first social, Mrs. 
Milo Arkbuckle entertained twenty-eight members, includ- 
ing Visitors. Four of her class brought their husbands, 
who enrolled that night, making a gain in the class as well 
as building up the spiritual and social side of life. A 
paper was read, treating the origin and history of the Home 
Department. Speeches and readings and instrumental 
and vocal music and games, followed by refreshments, 
made up an occasion which helped to strengthen the De- 
partment, opening the way to bringing them into the king- 
dom. 

% 


A Good Quarterly Report 


It may be easy enough to get a Home Department to- 
gether, but it is more difficult to get good work from the 
members after you have gathered in the hundreds. This 
has been accomplished, however, in the parish of the 
Orthodox Congregational Church of Melrose, Massachi- 
setts, through the energetic labors of Frank G. Kellogg 
and his band of helpers. In a single quarter of last year 
this report was rendered : 


‘ 


Total number of lessons reported studied. . .... . . 1,208 
Number upon the roll of honor a > ee | 108 
Number studying every. lesson for four years . ... . 6 
Number studying every lesson for three years. .. . . 33 
Number studying every lesson fortwo years ..... 35 
Number studying every lesson for one year. . .... 16 
Enrolment 
ee eee ee a er ny oe os eee 16 
| Se roe re ee are ee 6 
Students .... he See Re a eS ee 
i i a a 6 
eens Mee 56s SSS SRT See SoS 's 6 30 
ee ie eee ee ee ee a 25 
Balance for last quarter . . . 5 > se 
Recespes foc this quarter. .. 2. sect te tw OGD 
Payments to church debt fund. .......:5..-. 15.00 
en, Ae eR Oe ee ee 14.25 
Balance onhand ..... 17.76 
Balance in flower fund 7. 12.79 
oo ee ee . + Sa 
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Saving the Lost in the Metropolis 


One who avowed her belief in Ingersoll’s teaching on an 
early visit, but who later began to read the Quarterly given 
her, grew more and more’ absorbed with interest, and is 
now trying to induce her unsaved husband to read the 
Word, in which she has found such good news to herself. 
She said to her Visitor recently, ‘‘ Won’t you lecture out of 
the Bible to me? There is so much I can’t understand.”’ 
And with almost breathless interest she drank in the living 
message. No worker in the foreign field, telling the gos- 
pel story to those who hear it for the first time, could have 
had a more attentive listener. And so the life-giving Word 
is making its way heartward. Who can tell what the har- 
vest will be? 

One day, in response to a knock at the door of a fifth- 
floor tenement, a woman opened the door and asked what 
I wanted. On telling her my errand, she said: ‘* Why, I 
am sure the Lord has sent you here. Will you pray with 
me?’’ Ofcourse I would. She prayed in German and I 
in English. Then she told me how troubled she was over 
the dreadful life her daughter was living through her 
drunken husband. She asked if there wasn’t something 
we could do to save her son-in-law and his home. Is any- 
thing too hard for the Lord?) They were induced to take 
up the Home Department work, and now they have united 
with the church. Through their influence another family 
came into the Home Department, and later also united 
with the church. — From the Home Department Report of 
the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church of New York. 
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LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 18. A DAY OF MIRACLES IN CAPERNAUM 


Mark I : 21-34. 


(Read Matt. 8 : 14-17; Mark 1 : 35-45; Luke 4: 31-41.) Memory verses: 33, 34 
Golden Text: He healed many that were sick.—Mark 1: 34 





COMMON VERSION 


2t And they went into Capernaum ; and 
straightway on the sabbath day he entered 
into the synagogue, and taught. 

22 And they were astonished at his doctrine : 
for he taught them as one that had authority, 
and not as the scribes. 

23 And there was in their synagogue a man 
with an unclean spirit ; and he cried out, 

24 Saying, Let ws alone ; what have we to 
do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art 
thou come to destroy us? I know thee who 
thou art, the Holy One of God. ; 

25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold 
thy peace, and come out of him. 

26 And when the unclean spirit had torn 
him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out 
of him. 

27 And they were all amazed, insomuch 
that they questioned among themselves, say- 
ing, What thing is this? what new doctrine /s 
this ? for with authority commandeth he even 
the unclean spirits, a | they do obey him. 

28 And immediately his fame spread abroad 
throughout all the region round about Galilee. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


2t And they go into Capernaum; and 
straightway on the sabbath day he entered 
into the synagogue and taught. 22.And they 
were astonished at his teaching : for he taught 
them as having authority, and not as the 
scribes, 23 And straightway there was in 
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit ; 
and he cried out, 24 saying, What have we to 
do with thee, Jesus thou Nazarene? art thou 
come to destroy us? I know thee who thou 
art, the Holy One of God. 25 And Jesus re- 
buked !'him, saying, Hold thy peace, and 
come out of him. 26 And the unclean spirit, 
2tearing him and crying with a loud voice, 
came out of him. 27 And they were all 
amazed, insomuch that they questioned among 
themselves, saying, What is this ? a new teach- 
ing ! with authority he commandeth even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey him. 28 And 
the report of him went out straightway every- 
were into all the region of Galilee round 
about. 





COMMON VERSION 


29 And forthwith, when they were come out 
of the synagogue, they entered into the house 
of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 

30 But Simon's wife's mother lay sick of a 
fever, and anon they tell him of her. 

gt And he came and took her by the hand, 
and lifted her up; and immediately the fever 
left her, and she ministered unto them. | 

32 And at even, when the sun did Set, they 
brought unto him all that were diseased, and 
them that were possessed with devils. 

33 And all the city was gathered together 
at the door. 

34 And he healed many that were sick of 
divers diseases, and cast out many devils ; and 
suffered not the devils to speak, because they 


knew him. 
1Or, # *% Or, convulsing 
he came &c. 4 Or, Jacoéd 





AMERICAN REVISION 


29 And straightway, * when they were come 
out of the synagogue, they came into the 
house of Simon and Andrew, with * James and 
John. 30 Now Simon's wife's mother lay 
sick of a fever ; and straightway they tell him 
of her: 31 and he came and took her by the 
hand, and raised her up; and the fever left 
her, and she ministered unto them. 

32 And at even, when the sun did set, they 
brought unto him all that were sick, and them 
that were 5 possessed with demons, 33 And 
all the city was gathered together at the door. 
34 And he healed many that were sick with 
divers diseases, and cast out many demons ; 
ana he suffered not the demons to speak, be- 
cause they knew him ©. 


8 Some ancient authorities read when he was come out of the synagogue, 
Or, demoniacs * Many ancient authorities add fo de Christ. See Lk. 4. 41. 


PronunciaTion.—Capernaum, K4-per’na-iim ; Nazarene, Naz-a-reen’. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


HY did Jesus Christ work miracles? Does he 
W work miracles to-day? Does he work‘ the 
same kind of miracles to-day that he did when 

he was on earth as a man? If not, why not? 

There are four questions, not to be asked all at 
once, that are likely to stimulate an interesting dis- 
cussion in anyclass. After asking the first question, 
and jotting down on paper some of your pupils’ an- 
swers, ask the second question, and note the answers 
similarly. Then ask the third and the fourth ques- 
tion, and after getting a variety of answers to each, 
ask your pupils to take up with you the study of a 
busy. Sabbath day in Christ’s life, in order to investi- 
gate the subject still more fully. 

It was on the shore of the Sea of Galilee that Jesus 
had showed the fishermen his willingness to make 
their work a success, and had given th his invita- 
tion to devote their lives to making his work a suc- 
cess. Take a moment to get your class to repeat the 
events and the teaching of that last lesson, and an- 
other moment to let them sketch the outlines of Pal- 
estine and locate the Sea of Galilee, learning such 
facts about it as Mr. Chamberlain gives this week. 
Describe Capernaum, and let them place it, on their 
maps. We know where it was closely enough to do 
this, but the absolute identification of the site is in 
doubt, as Professor Riddle’s second paragraph states. 
Professor George Adam Smith’s masterly article on 
Capernaum (page 67), will help you to describe the 
place and its busy life as you would a modern city 
that you had visited. 

Here it was that Jesus came with his disciples. 
Simon’s home was here; perhaps, as Professor 
Riddle suggests (on ‘‘ Place” and verse 33), Mary 
had novel here from Nazareth, thus making it her 
own and Jesus’ home. 

But the synagogue was his ‘‘ Father’s house” here, 
as the temple had been to the twelve-year-old boy ; 
and in that house he must be found, especially on 
the Lord’s day. The village church to-day in the 
East is the natural headquarters for any visiting 
patriarch or bishop, as Mrs. Howie’s opening para- 
graph explains; and the synagogue, says Professor 
Sanders in his second paragraph, was in that day 
schoolhouse, forum, social center, and meeting-house 
combined. 

The first thing the people would expect from a 
Jewish teacher in the synagogue was an exposition 
of their scriptures ; and that was what Jesus gave 
them. And if the boy nineteen years before had 
surprised the teachers in the temple, as a listener and 
a learner, by his questions and answers, try to imagine 
what effect the spiritual teaching of the full-grown 
Christ must have had that Sabbath morning in Ca- 
pernanm. He was teacher now in every sense; and 

e taught the scriptures that all knew ; but he was 
his own interpreter, and based nothing on the in- 
terpretations of generations of scribes. Therein was 
the ‘‘ authority” that amazed, and challenged atten- 
tion, and gripped hearts and minds with its power. 
Note the comments on the contrast between Jesus’ 
and the scribes’ teaching made by Professor Riddle, 
on verse 22; Dr. McLaren's third paragraph ; Mrs. 
Howie's second paragraph ; and Professor Sanders’ 
third paragraph and Leading Thought. 

The teaching was sinking deep and doing its work, 
when there came an interruption,—the outcry of an 
evil spirit in a man in the synagogue. Sinis always 


an interruption to the work of Christ, and it often in- 
terrupts his work even in church. What an undeserved 
blessing for us all that he never lets it put an end to 
his work! He gladly turns aside from what he 
would do, to cope with the obstacles that evil spirits 
and sinning men put across his path ; and he never 
shows impatience at the interruption. 

But the presence of Christ was an interruption, 
too, to the work of the evil spirit, as it always is, 
thank God! The unclean spirit had forced the man 
whom it possessed to cry out in terror and protest. 
Do not try to explain away into “ mental disorder ” 
or physical disease the demon-possession so unmis- 
takably defined here and repeatedly throughout the 
Gospels. The Gospels themselves are clear on the 
matter, and you will find further explicit and vigor- 
ous views in Professor Riddle’s fifth paragraph and 
Dr. McLaren’s fourth paragraph. The extract from 
Dr. Nevius’ book, ‘‘ Demon-Possession,” printed in 
this issue of the Times (page 69), gives a hint of the 
remarkably convincing results of investigations car- 
ried on in modern times in China by a scientific man, 
who began in prejudice against the existence of such 
a spiritual phenomenon. 

The wonder of the people at the teaching of Jesus 
was ry yee tenfold when with a word he con- 
quered the unclean spirit, silencing it and casting it 
out from the man and from the presence of all. or 
such affliction was egegeoma as hopeless as blind- 
ness or leprosy, so far as any human cure was con- 
cerned. Jesus was beginning to teach the people, as 
he had his disciples, that he had something better 
than human help to offer. 

From that wonderful beginning the wonders of 
this Sabbath day were heaped up 4 the lavish hand 
of One whose love and power know no limits,—good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over. As you tell the vim! keep prominently before 
you Dr. Dunning’s counsel to picture Christ’s charac- 
ter as a teacher, a friend, and a minister, so vividl 
and faithfully that your pupils will feel at home with 
Jesus Christ, ‘till they will almost think they were 
with him in the synagogue, home, and town,” and 
will earnestly want his companionship to-day. Dr. 
Dunning’s entire article makes the man Christ Jesus 
very real. Professor Sanders’ fifth paragraph gives 
a beautiful picture of the influences of that day upon 
the people of Capernaum. ° 

Have we any light, now, upon the four questions 
with which we began? Whatisamiracle? It is a 
wonder which is also a sign. For what purpose did 
the Son of God come into the world? He came to 
draw all men unto himself, because the life which is in 
him is our only escape from the death-penalty of the 
sin which we have committed. We learned last week 
(see the editorial in the Times of January 27 on ** The 
Art.of Taking Men Alive”) that Jesus won men b 
showing his interest in their interests; that he evi- 
dently did not expect fishermen to be interested in 
his work until he had revealed his surpassing interest 
in them and their work, and had manifested his will- 
ingness to use his supernatural power for their 
benefit. His attitude toward the fishermen was his 
attitude toward all. He must reveal that he was the 
Messiah, and that God’s supernatural power and his 
own power were one; he must make plain his loving 
interest in every right interest of men; and he must 
show his supremacy over sin and weakness, and his 
purpose to .bestow that supremacy upon those who 
would let him, as freely as their needs required. 

This threefold purpose was given expression in 
Christ’s miracles of physical and spiritual healing. 


Those miracles were wonders which were signs of 
three great facts: Christ’s. supernatural wer, 
Christ's interest in the needs of men, and Christ’s 
wish to use his power to meet the needs of men. 

If that answers the question, ‘‘Why did Jesus 
Christ work miracles ?” what bearing has this on the 
three remaining questions ? Does our Saviour give 
us signs of his supernatural power to-day? Does he 
show any interest in our right interests ? Does he 
seem willing to use his supernatural power for our 
real needs? No follower of his is in any doubt on 
these points. Not a day passes without miraculous 
evidence of the presence and the power and the love 
of Jesus Christ. We do not need the same kind of evi- 


‘dence as‘‘ the people that walked in darkness "needed. 


We are learning that the healing of physical disease 
is ‘not the greatest blessing that Christ can confer; 
that the miracle of faith in him in the midst of dis- 
ease is a greater blessing. We are learning to trust 
him to decide for us whether we shall gain most by 
health or by sickness. The miracle of winning men 
to himself through sickness is a greater miracle than 
the mere curing of sickness. The miracle of release 
from willing sin is a greater miracle than the release 
of the unwilling demoniacs. It is the same loving, 
wonder-working, healing Christ who is spending his 
power freely for us to-day as he did for the multi- 
tudes on that Sabbath day in Capernaum. But we 
may know him better than they did. 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 


The contrast between the glow of morning sunshine of 
surface approval of Christ, and its early eclipse ; and Christ’s 
unchanging love through it all (McLaren, 1). 

The disciples simply let Christ know that Simon’s wife’s 
mother was sick, and they trusted him to do what was best 
(McLaren, 5). ° 

Christ pays our wages in advance, and expects thankful 
work (McLaren, 8). 

How much more eager we are to-day, as were the crowds 
then, for the lesser good! (McLaren, 9.) 

Jesus did not investigate others’ motives before spending 
himself in their service (McLaren, last). 

To lend a hand is always to render service (Goss, 4). 

Are all convalescents eager to minister ? (Goss, last.) 


Home Work for the Pupils on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Matthew 4: 23-25; from this, shOw.on the m 
from what regions persons came to Jesus. Over how muc 
territory, in miles, did his influence now reach ? 

Read Mark 1: 35 to 2: 12. 

What dependence did Jesus seem to place upon prayer? 
What fact remarkably shows this? 

Write out your own story of the events of the lesson, 
in a thousand words, adding such details from your own 
imagination as you believe are justified. 

Why, in your opinion, did Jesus say what he did first of 
all to the man with the palsy (verse 5) ? 

What do you believe Jesus intended to teach as to his 
own identity, when he said what he did to the scribes 
(verse 10) ? ; 

Was it natural for the scribes to believe that Jesus was 
blaspheming? Why, or why not? 

Why did Jesus work this miracle? 





Ten simpler questions on next Sunday's lesson will be 
found in the ‘Study and Question Manual,’ an cight-page 
pa prepared by the International Teacher- raining 

ree C Mr. W.C. Pearce, and published by The Sunday 
School Times Co. Each pamphiet contains questions on the 
lessons of the entire quarter and will be supplied at 2 cents 
each, or $1 a hundred. 
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Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Matthew B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 


OTHING is recorded as intervening since the 
call of the four fishermen, which Luke has 
placed out of its chronological order. Mat- 

thew, whose order in chapters ; to 13 is evidently 
not chronological, narrates the healing of Peter's 
wife’s mother after the Sermon ou the Mount. 

Place.—Capernaum, then a flourishing city in 
Gennesaret, on the northwest shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. The site is still in dispute. Khan Minyeh 
and Tell Hfim each have strong advocates. The 
former is about five miles southwest from the mouth 
of the upper Jordan; the latter, only two miles dis- 
tant from the same point. The ruins of an ancient 
syna e have been discovered at Tell Hfim, and 
if that is the true site, our Lord taught in this syna- 
gogue, probably the one built by the Gentile centu- 
rion (Luke 7:5). As Capernaum is called ‘ his own 
city” (Matt. 9 : 1), Jesus may have had his own 
home there, his mother having removed from Naza- 
reth. Verses 32, 33 may refer to the house of An- 
drew and Peter, but possibly to our Lord’s home. 

Time.—On a Sabbath day shortly after the call of 
the fishermen, probably a week after the rejection at 
Nazareth. The latter part of February allows a 
sufficient interval before the second passover, the 
year being that of Rome 781,—that is, A.D. 28. 

Persons.—The worshipers in the synagogue, the 
four fishermen, Simon's wife’s mother, otherwise 
unknown, though legend gives her the name of Per- 
petua or Concordia. 

The Demoniacs.—Those possessed with demons, 
not ‘‘devils.” The New Testament, in Greek, dis- 
tinguishes between one ‘‘ Devil” and minor evil 
spirits (demons). These possessed persons are dis- 
tinguished from.the sick in many passages, but the 
several cases detailed show symptoms of various 
diseases, ranging from acute mania to deafness. 
These physical disorders are presented as the results 
of the possession, not as identical with it. In the 
accounts there is a confusion of the personality of 
the demons and that of the possessed. Such a con- 
trol of the will by another agent is quite credible, 
and such possession may well have obtained during 
the ministry of Jesus, to attest his power over Satan. 
At all events the accounts of the destruction of the 
Gadarene swine show that the evangelists did. not 
identify possession with ordinary disease. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 21.— They go: Mark is fond of this historical 
resent, and also of straightway, the latter pecu- 
iarity being obscured by the varied renderings of 
the word in the Authorized Version. The term here 
suggests that it was the first Sabbath day after com- 
—_ Capernaum. 

erse 22.—A? his teaching: The manner, rather 
than the matter, is indicated by what follows; hence 
‘*doctrine” is now misleading.—As Aaving au- 
thority, not as the scribes: They constantly quoted 
earlier‘ or well-known rabbis, but Jesus did not. 
Compare’ the entire Sermon on the Mount. 

Verse 23.—With an unclean spirit: Literally, 
**in,” suggesting the close connection. 

Verse 24.— at have we to do with thee?—Liter- 
ally, ‘‘ What to us and to thee?” —/esus thou Naza- 
rene: Mark always uses this form; ‘tof Nazareth” 
represents a different term.— Zo destroy us: A con- 
fession of his power.— 7he Holy One of God: Com- 
pare verse 34. 

Verse 25.— Him: Or, ‘‘it.” The Greek has either 
meaning.—Ho/d thy peace: Literally,‘* be muzzled.” 

Verse 26.—T7earing him: Or, **convulsing him.” 
A paroxysm produced by the demon.—Crying : Still 
represented as the act of the evil spirit.—Came out of 
Aim: The cure was instantaneous. Luke adds, 
‘having done him no hurt.” 

Verse 27.—What is this . . . with authority: 
The text of Mark was early altered here to con- 
form with the other Gospels. The Revised Version 
presents the correct text, which is vivacious and 
striking. 

Verse 28.—The region of Galilee round about: 
That is, about Capernaum; not ‘‘round about Gali- 
lee,” but in Galilee. 

Verse 29.— When they were come out: The singu- 
lar occurs in the Vatican manuscript and some minor 
authorities.—/nto the house of Simon and Andrew: 
Probably for the midday meal, the synagogue ser- 
vice being held in the morning. On the Sabbath 
day large parties often gathered for meals; only 
servile labor was prohibited. 

Verse 30.—Simon’s wife's mother: The wife was 
robably still living, and 1 Corinthians 9: 5 clearly 
implies that he had a wife living in A. D. 58. 

Verse 31.—The fever left her: All three accounts 
show that the cure was instantaneous.—She minis- 
tered unto them: Matthew, ‘“‘unto him.” This does 
not prove that her daughter was not living. 

Verse 32.—A?¢ even: When the Sabbath ended; 
hence there could be no scruple about his healing. 
Here the sick and possessed are distinguished. 
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Verse 33.—A/ the door : Probably at the house of 
Peter, but possibly at the home of Mary. ‘ 

Verse 34.---Because they knew him: Luke adds, 
‘“*that he was the Christ,” and the Vatican manu- 
script adds this phrase here (so Westcott ani Hort). 
But the Sinaitic manuscript and the ‘ western” 
authorities omit. As these western authorities usually 
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A Busy 


By Alexander 


CERTAIN radiance, as of morning sunshine, 
lights up the story of these early days. There 
is a glad stir through Galilee, a pride in the 

new prophet risen up among themselves, an eager 
rush to hear him and see his miracles. It is all very 
natural, and very tragic when contrasted with the 
revulsion that came so soon,—as soon, indeed, as the 
stringency of Jesus’ moral demand became clear. 
Provincial pride, open-mouthed curiosity, a hanker- 
ing after novelty, brought crowds to him as a miracle- 
worker and a new kind of teacher; but the crowds 
fell away when they were called on to forsake all 
and take upacross. Jesus was ‘‘stedfast, unmov- 
able,” amid these violent changes. His sad presci- 
ence knew what was in man, and was not misled 
by the frothy ones of the early days, nor soured 
into inaction by his clear insight into its transiency. 
This lesson gives a wonderful glimpse into the hard 
work which he did in responding to the calls of even 
so unreliable an excitement, and the impression of 
his unhasting, unresting energy is made deeper by 
the frequent recurrence of Mark’s favorite word in 
these early chapters ‘‘ straightway.” 

The ministry in the eres: Luke dates this 
busy Sabbath in Capernaum before the call of the 
four disciples to closer service, but the sequence of 
events seems smoother if Mark’s order is followed. 
Jesus’ repulse in the synagogue at Nazareth had not 
daunted him, and from verse 39 we learn that, at 
this early stage in his ministry, he habitually availed 
himself of the custom which permitted any worshiper 
to speak in the synagogue. 

According to verse 14, these early teachings were 
largely a repetition of John’s teaching, but with two 
most important divergencies therefrom. John had 
cried, ‘‘ The kingdom is at hand;” Jesus’ proclama- 
tion brought it still nearer, for he said, ‘‘ The time is 
fulfilled.” “John had demanded repentance. Jesus 
demanded repentance and faith in the | a em 
Clearly his message was from the first an advance 
on John’s, and centered in his own person, It was 
that personal element which struck the listeners at 
Capernaum as something quite unlike the religious 
teaching to which they had been accustomed. ‘* The 
scribes” claimed ‘‘ authority” enough, but it was as 
the bearers of a long tradition, and was buttressed 
up by endless citations of what Rabbi So-and-so had 
delivered. But their subtle deductions carried no 
compelling power, and evoked no answer. from the 
depths of men’s consciousness. This carpenter 
from Nazareth somehow impressed himself and his 
words on his hearers and gripped their consciences 
and wills in a new fashion. It was the familiar dif- 
ference between a voice and an echo, raised to its 
highest,—the difference between men who declare 
what is truth to them, and the Man who is the Truth 
and whose word is the self-revelation of the Incar- 
nate word. The listeners in Capernaum felt the 
difference, though they could not have explained it. 
We know what made the difference; let us take heed 
that we “hear him,” as we do none other. 

This is not the place to enter on the subject of de- 
moniacal possession. But we would point out that 
Jesus, throughout the Gospels, treats the demoniacs 
as being really possessed, and that no explanation 
of the phenomena can be accepted by Christian be- 
lievers which dims his insight or his veracity. We 
would further remark that, while the supposition of 
epilepsy or mania or other known ‘‘ diseases” does 
cover many of the facts, there is a- residuum which 
no such explanations cover. And we may further 
suggest that perhaps, instead of trying to explain 
away demoniacal possession as insanity, it would be 
nearer the truth to recognize some ‘‘insanity” as 
**demoniacal possession.” Our ee of our 
knowledge of the spiritual world has scarcely yet 
grown so encyclopediacal and accurate as to entitle 
us to be sure that Jesus was wrong when he treated 
the demoniacs as possessed by an evil personality. 
The unexplained residuum of which we have spoken 
is very marked here. Why should a maniac or epi- 
leptic have been roused to shrieking fury of -abhor- 
rence and resistance by Jesus’ presence and words? 
Why should he have cowered as expecting harm be- 
fore him? How came: he by this insight into Jesus’ 
personality and character, and what was the compul- 
sion on him to shriek out the unwelcome knowledge ? 
Why should mania or epilepsy take ‘the shape of 
recognizing Jesus as God's Holy One?’ The strange 
and pathetic confusion of persons if’ thé Gemoniac’s 
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enlarge, their evidence for a briefer reading is all 
stronger. . 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
<° 


Some men think that they are saints because they 
Jeel sleepy all Sunday. 
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Sabbath 
McLaren, D.D. 


words, between ‘‘ we” and ‘I,” and in the fact that 
“while ‘‘he cried,” Jesus treats his utterance as the 
voice of the unclean spirit, and bids him ‘hold 
his peace,” gives a grim touch to the story, and con- 
firms the belief that there was a strangely segment 
personality in the man overridden by an alien per- 
sonality that had broken into the house of life aad 
dominated there. And the uniform sternness of our 
Lord’s words, so strikingly contrasted with his gen- 
tleness to the sick whom he healed, is explicable, 
without blot on his character, only.on the supposition 
that he thought that he had to do with a hostile 
spirit, whom he must coerce. We had better be slow 
to decide that he was wrong. 

The ministry in the home. The sweet little inci- 
dent in Peter’s house makes a tender contrast to that 
in the synagogue. The authority of the Teacher, 
the stern authority over the unclean spirit, are laid 
aside, and in gracious sympathy he comes to one 
sick woman's bedside and, calmly removed from the 
excitement that buzzed round him, gives all his care 
to her healing. He moves amid men with a serene 
detachment, yet with swift sympathy. They must 
either have been dramatists of the highest genius or 
simple narrators of what they had seen, who drew 
the portrait that perfectly blends these two con- 
trasted characteristics. e note that the disciples 
‘‘straightway tell him of her.” He had not been 
asked to the house for rest or food, but for further 
help and service. Our best way of aiding our‘dear 
ones in any sorrow is to tell Jesus of them, and to 
bring Jesus to them. Luke says that the disciples 
‘*besought him,” but according to Mark they did not 
ask him to heal the sick woman ; they let him know 
that shé was sick, and left him to do what_he would. 
They had not been disciples for long, but they had 
already learned quietly to leave their wishes and 
needs in his hands, and to trust his love to do what 
was best. Would that older disciples who know him 
better, by all the facts and years since that Sabbath 
in Capernaum, trusted him as fully and spoke to him 
as frankly. 

Of course, ‘‘straightway” might well have come 
into the clause describing the gracious act of Jesus. 
‘*He came;” no doubt the house was but a tiny place 
with few recoms and no privacy; ‘‘and took her by 
the hand,” the hot, fever-wasted hand; ‘‘and lifted 


her up.” - Luke says that he ‘‘stood over her and re- 
buked the fever.” But Peter, who had a part in 
Mark’s Gospel, would never forget how lovingly Jesus 


ut out his hand, and how carefully and gently he 
ifted the weak, probably elderly woman from her 
bed. : 

That is a symbol of how he heals us. ‘* Mri 5 he 
taketh not hold of angels, but he taketh hold of the 
seed of Abraham,” and the touch of his hand banishes 
the fevers of hot desires and sin, and his strong arm 
raises us that are cast down. One does not get over 
a fever ina moment. Debility and languor accom- 
pany convalescence. But the completeness of the 
cure in this'case struck Luke’s medical experience, 
and it is he, not Mark, who in the clause relating to 
it has ‘‘immediately.”. There is no limit to the 
possible swiftness and completeness of Christ’s 
cures, and if ever the process of mental and spiritual 
healing seems to be much slower than in this case, 
it is not Jesus’ hand that has lost its cunning. 

“And she ministered unto them ;” that is what 
Jesus heals men and women for. He redeems us to 
make us his servants, and unlike other masters, he 

ays us our wages beforehand, and expects our thank- 
ul work because we have already received the gift 
of eternal life. 

The ministry at the door. 1n the house there had 
been won a few hours of happy quiet, into the sacred 
repose of which we are not allowed to peer. But as 
seon as the sinking Sabbath sun permitted traveling 
with burdens, a clamorous crowd besieged the house, 
bringing sick people on their couches and demoniacs 
to the Sealer. esus met the appeal with inex- 
haustible patience and equally inexhaustible power. 
We note the eagerness of the crowd for bodily heal- 
ing. They did not ask for any more words of grace 
or wisdom, but for cures. It would be just the same 
to-day if Jesus were here. For one who cared for a 
healed soul there would be a hundred asking for 
cured bodies. How much more eager men are to 
gain the lesser good | And how much more the mul- 
titude thinks of the secondary material benefits of 
Christianity than of its greatest gifts ! 





























LESSON FOR: FEBRUARY 18 (Mark 1: 21-34) 


That scene at the door brings out. wonderfully 
aged unwearied e of beneficence, as well as 
is measureless abundance of healing power. He 
did not plead weariness, though it had been a day of 
hard work. He did not canvass motives, and refuse 
to heal because these were so nakedly selfish and so 
imperfect. He did not say, ‘“‘I can do no more, I 
must regain force to deal with so many cases.” He 
had “virtue” enough for each, enough for all, and 
he gladly poured it out, as the Father did his sun- 
shine, on the unthankful and on the good. We are 

robably not to regard this abundant flow of miracu- 
ous energy as exceptional, or confined to the begin- 
ning of Jesus’ ministry. Many hints in the Gospels 
suggest that the recorded miracles are a very small 
selection of ‘‘the many other things which Jesus 
did.” There were other days in that toilsome, self- 
sacrificing life crowded with as many deeds of bless- 
ing and as full of hard work as that Sabbath in 
Capernaum. 
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The Journeys of Jesus 
By Frederic W. Chamberlain 


HE Sea of Galilee, which perhaps more than any 
other spot in the Holy Land seems to breathe 
the living presence of the Christ, is familiar by 

the terms the ‘‘ Lake of Tiberias” (John 6: 1), the 
‘‘Sea of Chinnereth”” (Num. 34: 11), and the ‘‘ Lake 
of Gennesaret ” (Luke 5:1). Though in two of the 
four names the word ‘‘ sea” is used, it is nevertheless 
a body of fresh water, fed by the Jordan River and 
numerous smaller streams coming down from the 
surrounding hills, and emptying into the Jordan 
again, which flows on to the Dead Sea. The Sea of 
Galilee is 682 feet below the Mediterranean. The 
length of the lake from the Jordan at the north to the 
Jordan at the south is thirteen miles, and the width, 
from Magdala on the west shore to Gergesa on the 
east shore, seven miles. 

. Midway between Magdala and the upper Jordan 
was Capernaum, where Christ taught in the syna- 
gogue, cast out the unclean spirit, healed Simon's 
wife’s mother, and performed the many miracles at 
eventide. Twosites claim Capernaum,—the northern 
one Tell Hfim, the southern one Khan Minyeh. At 
Tell Hfim are ruins of an ancient town, among which 


“are clearly identified the foundations and some of the 


stones of an old synagogue. 

The boundary between the tribes of Zebulun and 
Naphtali was near the site of Capernaum. Sloping 
hills on the west and north of the Sea of Galilee 
sheltered Capernaum and the other towns of that 
coast, while the hills on the east side of the lake are 
precipitate, rising in places to the height of a thou- 
sand feet. 
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THE OUTLINE OF PALESTINE IN CHRIST'S DAY 
EACH SQUARE IS TWENTY MILES 




















The purpose of this series is to identify in a simple way the places 
and events associated in Christ's life. The journeys of Jesus will be 
traced week by week on the map appearing in the Times when there 
is any change of scene in the lesson. The same outline map in en- 
larged form is included in The Sunday School Times Lesson Picteres 
(zo cents a set); teachers may supply their pupils with those out- 
lines, or they may get their pupils to make their own sketch-map, and 
aid them in tracing thereon the journeys of Jesus as here suggested 
week by week. Each square indicates twenty miles. 
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*¢ (TRAIGHTWAY on THE SaspatH Day HE En- 
TERED INTO THE SYNAGOGUE ” (v, 21).—Whena 
patriarch or a bishop visits a town or a village, 

he goes straightway to the village church, which is 
opened for him as a matter of course, and the people 
flock after him or else precede him and wait for him. 
Now that most of these dignitaries are natives, and 
therefore understand the vernacular, they usually 
make an address, but until late in the last century 
bishops were Greeks ; they knew not the language, 
and hence they taught not, but simply robed them- 
selves and. blessed the people, raising and waving 
their hands over them, and then retired to rest in 
whatever place was prepared as headquarters for the 
tyme being. 

‘THEY WERE ASTONISHED AT His TEACHING : FOR 
HE TAUGHT THEM AS HAVING AUTHORITY, AND NOT AS 
THE SCRIBES ” (v.22).—We lived we in a Jewish com- 
munity, and synagogue services are held morning and 
evening every day in the week. Upon inquiry I 
learned that while only a minority of the Jews attend 
the synagogue every day, the proportion of those 
who do not attend on the weekly Sabbath and the 
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The Illustration 
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annual feasts is almost nil. The audience is not as 
orderly as one would like. The women are isolated 
in a gallery by themselves, and there is a constant 
coming in and going out nearly all the time ; never- 
theless, most of the men—if not all of them—have 
copies of the liturgy in Hebrew, and follow the serv- 
ice; the teaching part, however, manner and matter, 
cannot be very yr on The preacher utters a sen- 
tence in Hebrew, then he endeavors to explain it in 
Arabic. He is his own interpreter, as it were ; the 
connection is very often lost, and with it the sense. 
This linguistic difficulty existed in the days of our 
Lord, and, indeed, in the days of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah. Orientals generally, and the Jews especially, 
incline to be religious, and love to hear religious 
discourse. They think that there is merit even in 
the mere hearing, but unfortunately they are not 
favored to-day, as a rule, with the right kind of 
teachers and preachers any more than they were 
twenty centuries ago, and now as then they are 
able to distinguish between preachers, and say, 
‘‘This speaks from KXa/déu (his heart), and that 
other from shafafahn (his lips), May the phrase 
‘‘having authority” include the idea ‘from his 
heart” ? 


SHWEIR, Mt. LEBANON, SyRIA, 
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He has authority with men who has access to God. 
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Round-Table 





**But I Go to Church” 
ND straightway on the sabbath day he entered 
into the synag ou ue and taught (v. 21). In 
1794, Grant Thorburn, #7 Scotch immi- 
grant, landed in New York. is fortune was three 
cents and the tools of his trade. He could read and 
write; otherwise he. had little education. But he 
was well equines for the struggle before him, since 
in his Highland home he had been taught to love the 
Bible, to honor God, and to keep the Sabbath. He 
landed on Monday, and went to work the next day. 
When he had leisure to walk about the city he lo- 
cated the Scotch church. One Sunday morning sev- 
eral young men—who had been fellow-passengers— 


. called on fim, and asked him where he was going. 


When he told them of his plan to attend church, they 
made sport of him, and proposed a trip to Long Island. 
on the plea that health required the jaunt after the 
long confinement on shipboard. Young Thorburn’s 
answer is recorded in a quaint little autobiography, 
now out of print: ‘‘ You may go where you please, 
but I go tochurch. The last words my father spoke, 
as we parted on the shores of Scotland, were. ‘ Re- 
member the Sabbath day.’ I have not so soon for- 
gotten.”— Zhe Rev. John T. Faris, St. Louis. 


Hunted by the Spirit 

I know thee who thou art (vy. 24). Bishop Ridley 
of Caledonia told, at the missionary conference of 
1900, of a small Christian meeting which was disturbed 
by a wild band of Indians, who tore up the Bibles, 

ulled down the church, and set fire to the tower, 

hat was the beginning of their conversion. The 
chief, after his baptism, said: ‘‘ From that night on- 
ward I dreaded the Spirit of God. Out on the ocean, 
or where the snow peaks looked over seas, tliere the 
Spirit of God followed me, and I was afraid. When 
I hunted among those peaks the Spirit of God hunted 
me.”—F. M. 7. Chritchlow, San Francisco, Cad. 


Becoming a New Man 

A man with an unclean spirit (vs. 23-26). A 
young man in London, well known to the writer, was 

ssessed by an evil temper, well-nigh demoniacal. 

e was, indeed, a terror to his whole family. One 
evening he was induced to attend a mission service, 
where, for the first time in his life, he heard about 
the power of Jesus to cast out.evil spirits. Recogniz- 
ing his own need, he was led to humble himself at 
the feet of Jesus, and his plea was not rejected. 
That night he went home a new man in Christ 
Jesus. is wife could not understand the change 
that had come over him. Instead of stormy words 
and a fiery temper, the light of a divine love 
and peace overspread his countenance, as with joy 
he told them. of the great change that had been 
wrought in him. Henceforth the old life had indeed 
passed away; the lion became as a lamb, and all his 
delight was found in pointing others to his great 
Emancipator. The familiarity which he acquired 
with his Bible (an entirely new book to him) was the 
marvel of all his Christian friends; and often would 
he be found at the street corners, or wherever he 
could gain an audience, seeking to bring others to a 
knowledge of the Saviour who had set him free, his 
one theme being, ‘‘ He saved me, and I know he can 
save you, too.”"—Mary A. Way, Philadelphia. 


Power of the Medical Missionary 


Raised her up (v. 31). Dr. Valentine settled 
first at Beawar. God had laid his hand heavily upon 
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him; he was very ill, and was recommended to go to 
the Himalayas for a change of air and rest. On his 
way thither, having to pass through Jeypore, he was 
brought into contact with the Maharajah, who told 
him that his wife, the Maharanee, was very ill, and 
that the native physicians had given her up. Dr. 
Valentine said that he would be glad to see her, and 
do what he could for her. The way was opened up. 
The Maharajah was pleased, and arranged that— 
difficult as it is to gain access to the women there— 
Dr. Valentine should visit the Ranee. The result 
was that through God’s blessing upon Dr. Valen- 
tine’s treatment, she was restored to health. Now 
no missionary had ever been allowed to settle in Jey- 
pore, perhaps one of the.greatest strongholds of idol- 
atry in India, But Dr. Valentine became the private 
physician of the Maharajah, and thereby was per- 
mitted to preach the gospel from one’ end of the 
province to the other. He remained there for four- 
teen years,and to-day the United Presbyterian Church 
has a large and prosperous mission there.— W7//iam 
K. Conner, Newport News, Va. 


One Who Cared 


Took her by the hand, and raised her up (v. 31). 
A young man came into one of our Sunday evening 
services in Detroit. He listened attentively to the 
gospel message. The meeting was dismissed, and 
most of the ple had gone out. Still the young 
man lingered near the door. A warm-hearted Chris- 
tian worker saw him, and approachin him, said : 
‘*Are you a stranger here?” He replied : ‘‘I feel 
as oy I was a stranger, though I know by sight 
many of the people who have just gone out. They 
seem not to care for me.” The young worker said : 
‘* Well, I care for you, and Jesus cares for you,” and 
he gave him his hand. With a hearty clasp he was 
urgently invited to come to the next service. He 
came, and came again. He was soon. converted, 
baptized, received into the fellowship of the church, 
and at once began to work earnestly for the Lord. 
Soon he felt called to preach the gospel ; was licensed 
by the church ; fitted himself for the ministry ; and 
is now a most successful pastor. He has always 
said that it was the hearty hand-clasp extended to 
him that Sunday evening that lifted him up and 
saved him for Christ, the church, the gospel 
ministry.—Nellie G. Caldwell,- Zanesville, Ohio. 
The prize for this week is awarded to this incident. 


For Others or Self? 


And she ministered unto them (v. 31). A_ rector 
in London tells of two sisters he knew in early life. 
One of them married a lord, and spent her days in 
entertaining company, dressing, and seeking all the 
eget that wealth and high position could give. 

he other married a workingman, and, with a sick 
husband most of the time, had to work with her own 
hands for the support of her family. The rector vis- 
ited them in their homes. He found the rich woman 
melancholy, critical, and sour. He found the poor 
woman joyful, contented, her heart full of song, and 
her face beaming with the light of peace and happi- 
ness within. What made the difference? Evidently 
it was in the purpose of their lives. One had a seri- 
ous purpose, and lived for others; the other had 
little purpose above that of self-gratification. One 
with great burdens of poverty was rich in Christian 

aces and real enjoyment ; the other, with no care 
or this world’s goods, and no hope of the beyond, 
was y Aarts yin miserable. The one succeeded 
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in “‘ ministering unto others,” while the other failed 


at that point ; both had their reward.—7he Rev. 
W. T. Dorward, Stelton, N. /. 


A Way to the Heart 


He healed many that were sick (Golden Text, 
Mark 1: 34). A remark of a native of India shows 
the quiet power of medical missions: ‘‘ We are not 
afraid of your books, for we need not read them; 
we are not afraid of your schools, for we need not 
send our children to them; we are not afraid of your 
preaching, for we need not listen. But your Zenana 
workers get at our homes, and your doctors get at 
our hearts, and when you have got our hearts and 
our homes, er have got all.” Peter’s house was the 
first free Christian dispensary: ‘‘ All they that had 
any sick with divers diseases brought them unto 
him; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and 
healed them.” Here is the record of the first medical 


missionary tour: ‘‘ Jesus went about... teaching, 
++. preac ings ... healing all manner of disease.” 
—George W. Martin, Lebanon, Tenn. 
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He most loves the Father's house who sees His face 
all the time. 
tate 


The Lesson in Everyday Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


MAN with an unclean spirit © 23). The spirit 
of man should be clean as fire. You can soil 
air, water, earth, gold, silver, diamonds and 

everything but fire. But there is nothing in the 
universe capable of such uncleanness as a human 
soul! This poor man in the synagogue was possessed 
by an evil spirit not his own; but everywhere we en- 
counter people whose hearts are corrupt to rottenness. 
Nothing is more terrible than to see the soul of a 
sensualist laid bare! One starts back, as from an 
abyss. ‘‘What! Might I, possibly, become like this ? 
If I should give loose -rein to thought, to desire, to 

assion, should I grow into such a beast?” There 
is a limit to the capacity of a sponge to soak up 
water; but none to that of a soul to suck in unclean- 
ness! Such corrupted spirits have to be washed in 
fire—or blood! 

What have we to do with thee, Jesus thou Naza- 
rene? art thou come to destroy us? (v. 24.) Perhaps 
the first feeling awakened in a bad heart by perfect 
purity and goodness, is always one of terror. This 
is what makes the little culprit with jelly on his 
fingers tremble so in the presence of his mother. 
Are you afraid to look Jesus Christ in the eye? Itis 
the sense of guilt—of danger! Can anything be 
more terrible than a chronic apprehension of good- 
ness? Suppose you had a permanently uncontroll- 
able impulse to shun good people ! This is the 
agony of acriminal’s life.. The instinct of the hunted 
animal drives him on and on and on. It is sad 
enough to be afraid of bad people ; but it is horrible 
to be afraid of good ones! Think of it—every time 
you were approached by a pure woman or a virtuous 
man to want to hide! ‘Art thou come to detect me, 
to arrest me, to coademn me, to execute me? Hast 
thou come to destroy us?” 

I know thee, who thou art, the Holy One A God 
(v. 24). Noone who reads the Gospels seriously, can 
know less ! .Whatever differences there may be in 
our analyses of. the nature of Jesus Christ, we are 
forced into agreement about his character. It is im- 

ssible to doubt that he is the Holy One of.God ! 

n that beautiful soul the divine nature is incarnate, 
after some manner or other. The love, purity, good- 
ness, holiness, which must be the very essence of the 
Spirit of God are disclosed in the Nazarene beyond 
all possible question. You cannot behold him with- 
out realizing that you ought to be like him! The 
correlative of realizing. that Jesus Christ is the Holy 
One of God, is realizing that such holiness is obliga- 
tory upon us. ; 

¢... took her by the hand (v. 31). When the baby 

tries to walk, we ‘‘take it by the hand ;” when the 
lover plights his troth, he takes his sweetheart ‘‘ by 
the hand ;” when friends long separated meet, they 
take each other by the hand ; when the unfortunate 
traveler is down upon the highway, the Good Samari- 
tan takes him vy! the hand. I do not know any one 
other symbol in life more full of beauty than a hand 
clasp! There are times when words are powerless. 
It is then that the grip of the hand discloses the un- 
utterable affection of the soul. ‘‘ Lend a hand.” In 
those three words as much as in any others ever 
uttered, we hear the voice of God. 

And the fever left her, and she ministered unto 
them (v. 31). Being helped, she helped! This gal- 
vanic spark of helpfulness makes magnets out of 
every iron heart through which it passes. How 
beautiful—to rise from a sick bed and begin minis- 
tering to others! Convalescents do not all do so! 
How unwillingly they often part with the doctor and 
the nurse ! ow reluctantly they release the family 
from the pene under which they have held it ! 
How ungraciously they resume their wonted tasks! 
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How grudgingly they render back the ministrations 
ust received ! There are myriads of such women as 
imon’s wife’s mother in the world, and now and then 
findsuch men. Abraham Lincoln was one. Dur- 
ng the time of the groctent pressure for assistance 
from le in trouble during the war a doctor was 
called to diagnose a sudden illness of the President's. 
‘* Why, Mr. President,” he exclaimed, ‘‘ you have the 
measles!” ‘‘ Thank God,” old Abe replied, ‘‘I have 
at last got something that I can give to everybody!” 
It was what he always wanted to have—somethin 
that he could give to everybody. _When he ona 
ive them nothing else, he gave his sympathy and 
ove. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, 


The Perkins Home Letters 


The married daughter writes about bless- 


ings that Christ brings to the home e 


Dean Morunn’: FREMONT, WEDNESDAY. 


I don’t think I'll be ge the time spent on 
our letters any more. The letters youand Jim write 
seem to reach the right place in my life, and really 
help me in my daily duties. I began to get real im- 
patient these last few years, Tom's business 
took him away from home:so much, and I often told 
him I wouldn't have married him if I had known I 
was going to see so little of him. Now since I’ve 
been reading the life of Jesus I’m learning to be a 


little more patient, and I realize that the things we- 


don’t like can’t all_be fixed in a day. We can work 
all the time for a change, but.the results will come 
by degrees. 

I've been thinking ever so much about the influ- 
ence of Jesus in the home. You see the homé is my 
little world, and I don’t see much beyond it. - Jesus 
seems to have been a welcome guest ‘in Simon’s 
home, where he carried good cheer-and comfort. To 
be able to make a home cheery with one’s pres- 
ence is an art worth learning. A good many people 
bring discord and fretfulness when they enter a 
house; a good many more become centers of a hun- 
dred little annoyances. 

Now when Jesus healed that sick woman, I think 
this kind act was given an early place in his ministry 
as a sort of prophecy of what his prow: Regen mean 
to women. For surely he has brought wonderful 
healing to sick womanhood,—sick with the burdens 
of ignorance and neglect. What an ungrateful crea- 
ture I've been, anyway, to fret and worry over so 
many things when I’ve received so much from 
Christ! Oh, mother, what would you and I know of 
true happiness if Christ hadn’t lifted- womanhood 
out of bondage ? 

A home that hasn’t Jesus for a guest isn’t the best 
kind of a home, is it ? 

Your loving daughter, 
MARTHA. 
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The touch of His hand changes life's fever into 
the fervor of loving service. 


ie 
The Lesson in Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut; -D.D. 
How We Shouid Treat Jesus 


1. Let us Listen to his Teachings, and Learn Them : 
Taught them as having authority (21, 22). 

Learn of me (Matt. 11 : 29).. 

One is your teacher (Matt. 23 : 8). 

A teacher come from God (John 3: 2). 

Never man so spake (John 7 : 46). 

a. Let us Reverence and Obey him as God’s Hely Son : 
I know thee... the Holy One of God (23, 24). 

The holy thing . . . the Son of God (Luke r : 35). 

The Christ, the Son of the living God (Matt. 16: 16). 

The Holy and Righteous One (Acts 3 : 14). 

A high priest . . . holy, guileless, undefiled (Heb. 7 : 26). 

3- Let us Seek his Power to Cast Evil Out of Our Hearts : 
Hola thy peace, and come out of him (25, 26). 

Will put a new spirit within you (Ezek. 11 : 19, 20). 

Ye must be born anew (John 3 : 7). 

Who shall deliver me?. . . Jesus Christ (Rom. 7 : 23-25). 

Behold, I make all things new (Rev. 21: 5). 

4- Let us Talk about Him, and Spread his Fame as the 

World’s Redeemer : 

What is this ?... Report of him went (27, 28). 

Go to thy house . . . and tell (Mark 5 : 19, 20). 

Ye shall be my witnesses (Acts 1 : 8). 

We cannot but speak (Acts 4 : 20). 

The word of faith, which we preach (Rom. to : 8, 9). 

§- Let us Welcome Him to our Homes as Guest : 
They came into the house of Simon (29). 

To-day I must abide at thy house (Luke 19: 5, 6). 

Martha received him into her house (Luke ro : 38, 89). 

I stand at the door and knock (Rev. 3 : 20). 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates (Psa. 24 : 7-10). 

6. Let ue Seine to Him our Needs and Troubles, and Receive 


They tell him of her... They brought . . . sick (30-33). 
He healed many .. . cast out many demons (34). 

Come unto me, all ye... laden (Matt. 1 : 28). 

Himself took our infirmities (Matt. 8 : 17). 

He hath borne our griefs (Isa. 53 : 4). 

Casting all your anxiety upon him (1 Pet. 5 : 7). 


FEBRUARY 3, 1906 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


Before the Lesson Reading 

“5 ys WHAT book of the Bible do we study to-day ? 
What chapter? Beginning with what verse ? 
Ending ? 

“When we have found the lesson, let us lift our 
Bibles, with the book ae toward the platform, and 
repeat our Bible Watchword, ‘ Thy word is a lamp 
unto my feet and a light unto my path.’ 

‘* Let us read the lesson. I will read a part of the 
first verse. Will ‘you finish the verse ?—and so on 
through the lesson [one way of securing attentive in- 
terest in.responsive reading]. 

‘As we — the lesson, let us try to think what 
such a day as that must have meant to Jesus himself 
—what loving outpouring of his power, what weari- 
ness in caring for the crowds that came to him. And 
yet he did not spare himself at all. Will you tell me 
after the lesson, how peg 2 times the word “‘ straight- 
way,” or other words that have about the same mean- 
ing, occur in this passage ?” 


After the Lesson Study 


‘‘How many times does. ightway,’ or a word 
like it, occur in the lesson? Do you notice how 
quickly, enemy 9 pergpe pushed on in -his work, - 
ing his.day as full as could be with service for others ? 
Straightway into the. syna e; forthwith to 
Simon’s house.. And if we eould have the whole 
story of every hour of that day, how busy and 
crowded the hours would seem ! 

‘*Let us bow our heads in silent prayer. Then 
while our heads are bowed, let us ask God ‘to help us 
use our days for more earnest, fuller service for him, 
— no thought of self to hold us back from helping 
others.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 





Men may marvel at the words of power, but they 
believe in the works of love. 


ae 
The Superintendent’s Lantern 


Nors:—The lantern-slides mentioned in the following paragraph 
may be ordered from regular dealers, or, if more convenient, an order 
for the Fs ata of any of these slides may be sent to The Sunday 
School Times Company. Many dealers rent lantern-slides for a omall 
sum, but orders for rental should not be sent to The Sunday School 
Times Company. Most of the slides mentioned are carried in stock 
by regular dealers. 


For this passage The Sunday School Times Lesson Picture 
is entitled ‘* Ruins of an Ancient Synagogue at a site of Ca- 
ernaum,”’ and this will be of considerable historic interest. 
e phase of Christ's life which is shown in this lesson, —the 
healing of the sick,—has been a favorite subject among artists, 
and several of the well-known pictures may be secured upon 
lantern slides. Pictures by Hofmann, Zimmerman, Schonherr, 
and ‘Tissot, entitled ‘“Christ Healing the Sick,'’ may be used 
to illustrate any passage similar to the one chosen for this 
lesson. ‘Tissot has pictured the ‘‘ Healing of Peter's Mother- 
in-Law."’ ; * 


Next to the approval of God a man may esteem 
the protest of the Devil. 


dt 
Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references-also to the old: and new editions of the 
metrical. Psalm book ‘‘ Bible. Songs."’ 


‘At even, ere the sun was set."’ Psalm 116: 1-4. 

“O thou through suffering perfect (166: 1-4. 293 : 1-4.! 
made.”’ é 

**O God of mercy, God of might." Pealm pa : 4-8. e 

“Thine arm, O Lord, in days of (217 : 4-7. 316: 4-7.) 
old.”’ Psalm 78 : 36-38. 

“Thou Lord of life, our saving (108:8,9. 159: 8, 9.) 
health.”’ 1 ° yre ; 

‘Lord, I hear of showers of bless- (estat: ‘abr thee) 
ing."’ = 


“‘ The great Physician now is near."’ Psalm 147 : 1-4. 
“*We have heard a joyful /sound."’ (220: 1-3. 320: 1-3.) 
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When the Saviour crosses the threshold the shad- 
ows flee from the home. 
pe 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


Monday.—Mark 1: 21-34. . . . . - ~~ «A day of miracles 
Tuesday.—Matt. 8 : 23-34. . . . . - The commanding word 
Wednesday.— Matt. 15: 21-31. . .-- > The Great Healer 
Thursday. —Luke 6 : 6-11. . . . The withered hand restored 
Friday.—Luke 9 : 37-45. . .- ot i demoniac healed 
Saturday.—Isa. 42:1-7. ...+ 2 se 
Sunday.—Psa.6......-6-. 


. The Liberator 
Prayer for healing 


& 


The marvel cA the miracle becomes insignificant 
beside the wonder of its motive. 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 18 (Mark 1: 21-34) 


Yet Another Day 


A Prayer for Every Day of the Year 
By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 


February 12 to 18 


MON.—My Father, teach me how to do thy will. Help me 
not to spoil it by doing it in an unwise way. May my right- 
eousness be lovely! May I allure others to thee by the beauty 
of my behavior ! 

TuESs.—My Father, I bring my sins to thee. Wipe their 
influence out of my soul, and their name out of the book of 
thy remembrance. 

WED.—My Father, may this day bring me new vision, new 
sense of duty, new perception of opportunity, new conscious- 
ness of the privilege of being a child of God. 





GRADED 
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THURS.—Heavenly Father, give me the grace of sympathy. 
Keep my affection soft and sensitive. Save me from growing 
hard. May I be easily touched with the feeling of the injus- 


tice done to others ! 


FRI.—My Lord, lift me to-day into thy fellowship. Make 
me a partner in thy power, thy joy, thy rest, thy peace. 

Sat.—My Lord, pour grace into my lips to-day, that all my 
conversation may be gracious, and may tend to enrich and 
sweeten the society in which I move, 

SuN.—My Father, I would pray for the outcasts and the 
neglected. May my sympathies and the sympathies of others 
be widened, that the lost and the unremembered may be re- 
claimed! Help me so to live that they may be brought back 
home. 
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Truth gives authority without austerity. 


HELPS 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
General Topic: Stories from the Life of Jesus, or 


ONDERFUL 
\Voros AND OF JESU 
ORKS 
Lesson Story: How Jesus Spent a Busy Sabbath. 
Lesson Teaching: Sunday Should be a Holy, Help- 
ful Day. 
REVIEW. 
Our last lesson told about the wonderful words of 


jesus, spoken to the people on the shore of Galilee. 
et us draw it as we sing: 














** O Galilee, sweet Galilee, 
Where Jesus loved so much to be; 
O Galilee, blue Galilee, 
Come sing thy song again to me.’’ 


This little boat (draw it) will help us to remember 
show Jesus sat in Peter’s: boat while he taught the 
people’ on the land. ..He must have.spoken very 
wonderful words that day, because the fishermen 
were willing to leave all and follow him, and he 
promised that they should be fishers*of men. How 
many of you have been fishing for new scholars ? 


LESSON. 


Jesus often taught on the seashore or hillside, or in 
the streets, but always on God's Day he went to the 
synagogue or Jewish church. (Draw it.) He must 
have learned to do so when a boy, for it was his 
habit to go to hear this book (show a Bible) read or 
onpletitelt We call this book the—? Bible or God’s 
Word. We call this house the—? Church or 
God’s House. We call this day the—? Sabbath or 
God’s Day. And the Bible teaches that all of them 
are holy,—God's Word, God’s House, and God’s Day. 

One commandment teaches us to ‘*‘ Remember the 
sabbath day, to keep it holy,” and we often sing: 


‘* Safely through another week, God has brought us on our 


CR 
Day of all the week the best,’’ etc. 


Not avery one thinks it is the best, because many 
have not learned the best way to spend it. 

To-day’s lesson tells about a very busy Sunday in 
Jesus’ life. Many people of Capernaum heard about 
the new teacher who had spoken by the seashore. I 
am sure oy! hoped to hear him again in the syna- 
gogue, and they did. (The Times picture shows the 
ruins of a synagogue at Capernaum.) As he ex- 
plained God's word, the people were astonished, for 
he made it so much plainer than the scribes who 
often read it. During the service, a sort of crazy 
man called out; so Jesus stopped teaching, and said 
to the evil spirit in the man, ‘‘ Hold thy peace, and 
come out of him,” and he obeyed. The people were 
even more astonished at such wonderful work of 
— and they questioned among themselves about 

im. The news spread quickly everywhere round 
about that in the synagogue Jesus Healed a Man. 
(Write those words and review, reading vs. 21-28.) 

After the service, Jesus went to Peter's home with 

his new disciples, 


‘* Peter and Andrew, James and John, 
Fishermen of Capernaum.’’ 


Capernaum was a great city with many homies, but 
we will draw only one near the sea, where I think 
these fishermen would live. Jesus soon learned that 
the mother of Peter’s wife was sick with a fever. 
Let me read what he did in this home (vs. 30, 31). 
Here he healed the mother. (Add Mother.) 

News spread about his wonderful healing, so that 
in the evening, about sunset, crowds came to the 
door- bringing their sick friends. (Make lines and 


show the picture-roll.) ‘‘ He healed many that were 
sick " from all kinds of diseases. (Add ny.) 

Wasn't that a busy, helpful day? What day was 
it? (Add On the Sabbath, and review from the out- 
line the going to church and the healing, letting the 
children supply the particulars. ) 

Because he decid’ so many Jesus has been called 
«The Great Physician.”’ (Sing one verse.) We may 
not be able to heal others as Jesus did, but we can be 
helpful in many ways to the sick or lonesome. We 
can cheer them up by going to see them, by reading 
or singing or talking to them, by carrying flowers, etc. 

One time a big, kind minister from the East was 
expected to preach for several weeks in our church. 
Near Chicago his train was so shaken up by an acci- 
dent, and he was made so lame, that he had to go to 
bed for several days. Of course he was lonesome 
and disappointed, away from home and unable to 
preach. In our primary class we told our children 
about him, and asked how many would like to visit 
him that Sunday afternoon, and to sing tohim. All 
wanted to go, but there were so many we had to 
choose about fifteen. I wish you could have seen 
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his face brighten as he listened to their Bible verses 
and singing. Then he told them a story, and made 
the children happy, too. That was ten years ago, 
yet he never forgot their visit. When I saw that 
same great preacher last autumn in his own Eastern 
city, he spoke about the children’s visit. 


** Little deeds of kindness, 
Little words of love, 
Make our earth an Eden, 

Like the Heaven above.”’ 


Roger and Ethel used to think that Sunday after- 
noons were tiresome, for their Sunday-school was 
in the morning. After their father took them to 
visit the big hospital, and gave them picture-cards 
to distribute in the children’s ward, they began to 
work earnestly, gathering their picture papers and 
cards, writing them over and cutting them out, to 
make little cloth scrap-books for these children; and 
once a month they went to see them, and carried the 
fresh books. Can you think of somebody whose life 
you can make happier on the Sabbath ? 


** A Sabbath well spent brings a week of content.’’ 
Peoria, IL, 


rll 
The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


HIS lesson is the story of a Sabbath in the life of 
our Lord. Bring out from it his character as a 
teacher, a friend, a minister, and try to make 

his living among men appear so real and natural to 
your pupils that they will more strongly desire his 
companionship. Here are three pictures: 

Jesus at Church. Many besides the little school of 
disciples he had chosen were becoming interested in 
the new kingdom he was proclaiming (Luke 4: 14). 
When the people saw him at the Sabbath morning 
service, after the prayers and lessons many wished 
him to speak tothem. As he told them of the life of 
obedience and love to God which would bring in the 
new kingdom, and pleaded with them to repent of 
their sins, to put away selfishness and begin at once 
to live in the new kingdom, their ancient Law, which 
had become to them mainly a matter of forms and 
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ceremonies, seemed to express itself anew through 
his words, and to connect itself with their own living 
and witha glorious hope. When he had spoken, they 
began to express to one another their astonishment 
at the note of authority which pow seecenens in his 
words as making alive to them the Law of God (v. 22). 

Then, suddenly, above their voices arose the startled 
cry of a demoniac. Jesus, pitying the man's agony 
of terror, fixed his eyes steadily and kindly on the 
sufferer, knowing that he was the victim of an evil 
spirit, and said calmly and firmly, ‘*‘ Hold thy peace, 
and come out of him.” The man, with features 
convulsed, sank shuddering to the floor, shouting 
incoherently (v. 26; Luke 4: 35). But while the con- 
gregation looked on in dazed silence, he sat up 
with a wondering expression, which showed that the 
spivit’ had departed and that inward peace and the 
new confidence of manhood had come to him, Then 
the people began to exclaim and wonder and ques- 
tion, ‘‘ What is this?’’ ‘* This must be a new teach- 
ing.” (Mark 1: 27). ‘‘This man has power to drive 
out demons from afflicted men.” The news of that 
meeting in the synagogue spread rapidly among the 
towns of Galilee (v. 28). 

Jesus at Home. From the synagogue he went 
with Simon and Andrew to their house. Their part- 
ners in business went with them (v. 29). These five 

young men were being constantly drawn into closer 
ellowship as they talked of the new society, the 
kingdom of heaven, and how they could bring the 
nation into it. As they entered the house, they were 
told by members of the ge that Simon’s mother- 
in-law was prostrate with the fever which was a 
common sickness along the borders of the lake. 
One of them asked him if he could do anything for 
her (Luke 4: 38). He came. to her couch, and as he 
clasped her hand, looking down on her with the 
sympathy he had felt for the sufferer in the syna- 
gogue, the expression of pain faded, the drawn fea- 
tures became composed, her eyes answered back his 
look of courage, and as she returned his handclasp 
he gently lifted her up. Then she arose and spread 
forth their simple Sabbath meal (Mark 1: 31), and 
they ate and drank and talked of the wonderful 
events of the day, and how these would increase the 
interest in the new kingdom and fellowship they 
hoped soon to establish. 

ees in the Town. As soon as twilight began to 
fall, he and his disciples in Simon’s house began to 
have evidence of the effect of the news of what he 
had been doing that day. People came to the door 
from all quarters of the town. Some brought friends 
as ill as the mother of Simon’s wife had been, He 
‘clasped their hands as he had hers, showed them his 
confidence that full commitment of themselves to the 
care of the heavenly Father would bring not only 
peace to the soul, but health to the y; and as 
they felt the new life in his touch, their anxieties 
and pains vanished, and health came to them with 
inward peace like the evening coolness and calm 
(Luke 4: 40). Some brought those disordered in spirit 
like the man in the synagogue, and they began to 
cry out that Jesus was their enemy sent from God to 
torment them. But his word of command hushed 
them, while his power delivered them, and they turned 
toward home with a happiness hardly yet realized in 
their release from the overshadowing dread which so 
long had haunted them. 

If with a real human touch you expand the pictures 
whose outlines have here been drawn, you will help 
to make your pupils feel at home with Jesus, till they 
will almost think they were with him in the syna- 
gogue, home, and town, and will be sure that his 

reams that night were bright with visions of his 
Sabbath ministries, as though he saw already come 
the new kingdom where righteousness and bely love 
should reign and banish sickness and the nightmare 
of sin from disordered souls, 


Boston. 
Set 
The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


A Sample of His Daily Activity 


I. Tue GENERAL PREPARATION (Matt. 8 : 14-17; Mark 
1: 21-39; Luke 4: 31-41). 
[For each member of the Bible Class.] 

With the little group of chosen followers closely 
associated with him Jesus plunged into the work of 
preaching, teaching, and healing in Capernaum and 
elsewhere. Of his wonted activity Mark and Luke 
give a sample in their description of this Sabbath. 

The local synagogue was ever his opportunity. It 
was schoolhouse, forum, social center, and meeting- 
house combined. There was one temple, in Jerusa- 
lem, but a synagogue, or several of them, in every 
village. They were open to any one who was coh- 
sidered qualified to teach the people. Jesus made 
constant use of these synagogues. 

He created great amazement as a teacher. The 
scribes took pride in their minute acquaintance with 
the details of religious tradition, and in their un- 
swerving fidelity to them. Jesus did otherwise. He 


( Continued on next page, first column) 
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spoke with independent conviction, and 
frankly made a straight appeal to the 
consciences of men, e bade them use 
their common sense and consciences in 
the settlement of problems, a shocking 
standpoint to a scribe! 

His message during these days was 
like that of John the Baptist, a sum- 
mons to repentance in view of the com- 
ing of the kingdom. 

Kris ministry of healing is given ade- 
quate description in the passage taken 
for the lesson. He freed a poor demoniac 
from his curse, to the amazement of all 
that witnessed it. He graciously healed 
Simon's relative. But at eventide there 
came a blessed experience, the fore- 
runner of many more like it, when men 
and women came from all directions 
bringing those that were diseased and 
afflicted, so that he could lay his hands 
upon them and give them healing. How 
they thronged about him! What joy 
filled all their hearts at the thought that 

“One was at hand who was the Master of 
every form of misery or evil! And yet 
suth* weré his deeds and‘ words that it 
made his hearers say, ‘‘ This is no mere 
skilled physician. Surely he is the One 
of whom Isaiah spake, the One with 
such tenderness and sympathy and 
helpfulness and understanding that he 
seems to lift the load of our troubles on to 
himself, and give us hopefulness and 
relief.” 

The whole city was in a tumult over 
Jesus. Never had they seen any one to 
compare with him. So persistently did 
they crowd him that he had to escape to 
the solitudes to pray. Followed thither 
by his ardent disciples he declared his 
purpose to preach widely throughout the 
region, carrying his message of repent- 
ance and blessing. Thus ended a mem- 
orable experience. 


II, REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

Of all writers, Bruce, in his ‘‘ With 
Open Face,” and especially in his notes 
in the ‘‘ Expositor’s Greek Testament,” 
which are valuable for one who knows 
but little Greek, seems to interpret most 
helpfully such incidents as these. Far- 
rar's *‘ Life of Christ” is also very sym- 
pathetic. 


III. Questions For Stupy AnD Discus- 
SION. 

To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for care- 
consideration, to members of the class.] 
1. The Synagogue Ministry. (t.) 
Why were the synagcgues of Galilee the 
natural preaching places of Jesus? (2.) 
What indicates the variety of his minis- 
try therein ? 

2. The Manner of His Teaching. (3.) 
How did the scribes teach? (4.) How 
did Jesus differ from them ? 

3. His Popularity. (5.) What was 
the basis of it ? 

4. Ats Power Qver Eviland Disease. 
(6.) What varied instances of this power 
did he give? (7.) Was his power the 
omly quality manifested on that day? 

5. At Eventide. (8.) Think of the 
throng that came together, and their 
blessed experience. Of what did it re- 
mind Matthew ? 

6. His Need of Prayer. (9.) Why 
was time for solitary prayer so neces- 
sary ? 


ful 





7. His Great Purpose. (10.) What 
was his immediate and absorbing pur- 
pose ? (Luke 4: 43.) Why was this the 
really foremost need of the hour ? 

IV. Leapinc THovucut. 
(General discussion under the leader’s direction.] 

The scribal spirit is one which makes 
mere rules of supreme importance ; the 
Christ spirit makes the welfare and sal- 
vation of men supreme. 

Boston, 
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Tf you walk with Christ, you will 
have to work with him. 
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Prayer-Meeting 
. By Robert E. Speer 











February’ 18, 1906. Christ’s Life: His 
Life-work and What We May Learn 
About Our Own’ Work. (John 
14; 8-14) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

MON.—Jesus relieving distress (John 4 : 
46 to 5 : 9). 

TUES.—Helping his own: town (Luke 4: 
16-24). 

WED.—Feeding the hungry (Luke 9g : 12- 


17). 
THURS.—On the sabbath (Matt. 12 : 1-13). 
FRI,—Prayi.g (Matt. 11 : 25, 26; Luke 11 : 


5-13). 
SaT.—Giving himself (Luke 8 : 43-48). 











Mention kinds of work your neighborhood 
needs. 
Describe the work nearest your own hand. 
_ Tell how we get strength for work by work- 
ing. 
ESUS revealed the character of God. 
He that saw him saw the Father. 
Of course men knew something of 


the character of God before Jesus came, 
and men know something of God's char- 





acter now in lands where neither the 
ac nor the Christian revelation is 
nown. But all this knowledge is in- 
complete, and it is full of errors and | 
inadequacies. Only those know God | 
who know him in Christ. Even where 
the ciaims of Christ are rejected men | 
hold still consciously or unconsciously | 
to the ideas of God which Christ intro- | 
duced, and which men have never at- | 
tained apart from Christ’s revelation. | 
Men know what God is now, for they | 
have seen him in Christ. And we are-| 
to reveal God in our small measure. | 
We are to yield our lives to God through 
Christ, that he may make us like him, 
so that we may bring men to see him. 
Jesus spoke the words of God. The 
message that he brought was a mes- 
sage from God. Those who listened to 
him heard God speaking, and when now 
we read in the Gospels what Jesus said, 
we are hearing the word of God spoken 
to men, and we, too, are to speak the 
words of God. We cannot do it in 
Christ's sense, but we can refrain from 
all speech that God would disapprove. 
We can scorn to any mean or mali- 





say 
cious or untrue mins We can renounce 


~~ 


all lies, even the kind that men call jus- 
tifiable, because God cannot lie, and an 
lies therefore cannot be a word of God. 
Jesus did the works of God. His 
Father abode in him and did his will 
through the will of Jesus, which was in 
tfect accord with the will of God. 
) te often spoke of this. ‘‘I am come 
down from heaven, not to do mine own 
will, but the will of him that sent me.” 
‘He that sent meis with me. I doalways 
the things that are pleasing to him.” 
And Jesus did those things, not because 
he was separate from God and tried to 
imitate God, but because God was in 
him and the works of God naturally 
flowed out from the soul in which God 
abode. In our own measure the same 
thing is to be true of us. Jesus assured 
us that it might beso. He was going to 
the Father. His going would result in 
his spiritual return, the release of his 
divine power into the hearts of his dis- 
ciples, so that just as God's preseuce in 
him had issused in the works of God, so 
his divine presence in them would issue 
in works greater even than those which 
he had done. Have we faith for this? 
Jesus promises that we may come into 
the relation with him in which he lived 
with God, so that we may ask him in 
his name,—that is, as those who are one 
with him, who stand in his very charac- 
ter—for whatever we wish and he will do 
it for us. This is not a promise to do 
everything. It is a promise to do what 
we ask in his name, in his character. 
If we ask for un-Christlike things in 
an un-Christlike spirit, we are not ask- 
ing in his name, and he will not do it 
forus. But so far as we enter into his 
name, into his character, and therefore 
into his relations, we may ask what we 
will and it shall be done for us. 
Whether in thought or word or act or 
spirit, Jesus lived his life wholly unto 
od. So God lived in him and wrought 
and spoke through him. If we are in 
Christ we may come into Christ’s rela- 
tion with God, and in our measure God 
can live in us and work and speak 
through us. It is a great treasure to 
have in earthen vessels, and such ves- 
sels must needs be clean, purged of 
dross and sin and earthliness, and made 
meet for the Master’s use. 


a ad 


Demon Possession in 
Modern Times 


(Continued from page 69) 


4. We have had presented in some of 
the cases before us instances in which 
the subject has received bodily injuries 
or scars as if from an unseen han So 
we read of the cases in Scripture, that 
they were thrown down, torn and 
bruised, and that one cut himself with 
stones. 

5. Some cases before us are easily 
cast out, and others with great diffi- 
culty. The Scripture narrative. pre- 
sents the same difference... . 

8. Nothing has excited more surprise 
in connection with these manifestations 
in China, than the fact that the subjects 
of these manifestations have in some 
cases evinced a knowledge of God, and 
especially of our Saviour, and acknowl- 
edged our Saviour’s authority and 
power. 

g. We notice in cases of possession in 
China and in those given in Scripture, 
in some instances, a kind of double 
consciousness, or actions and impulses 
directly opposite and contrary. The 
woman in Fuchow, whose case is given 
in Chaper VII, though under the influ- 
ence of a demon whose instinct it was to 
shun the presence of Christ, was moved 
by an opposite influence to leave her 
home and come to Fuchow to seek help 
from Jesus. Sothe demoniac who dwelt 
among the tombs, ‘‘ When he saw Jesus 
afar off, he ran, and worshipped him,” 
although the spirit still manifested a 
feeling of antagonism and dread, say- 
ing, ‘‘ What have I to do with thee, 
jeeus, thou Son of the Most High God? 

adjure thee by God, that thou torment 
me not” (Mark 5 : 6, 7; comp. Matt. 8: 
28, 29;. Luke 8 : 27, 28). 

10.. We have had cases before us in 
which the same human body was pos- 

( Continued on next page, second column) 
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Find a child with dimples 
and chubby arms and 
and you find a healthy child. 
Find one with drawn face 
and poor, thin body and you 
see one that needs Scott's 
Emulsion. Your doctor will 
no doubt tell you the child is 
fat-starved—its food is not 
nourishing it. 

Nothing helps these thin, 
pale children like Scott’s 
Emulsion. It contains the 
very element of fat they need. 
It supplies them with a per- 
fect and quickly digested 
nourishment. Scott’s Emul- 
sion brings dimples and 
rounded limbs. 
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“On the Tip of the Tongue” 
By Mr. Victor Smith 
(New York Press, January 10, 1906.) 





Thweatt’s Snow Storm 

Alexander Southern Thweatt’s snow storm 
arrived at the precise moment of the depart- 
ure of the Palm Limited for Miami, Palm 
Beach, Aiken, Augusta, Nassau, Havana, 
Savannah, Jacksonville, Ormond and St. 
Augustine, on Monday. I was inveigled 
into going to Jersey City tp inspect the new 
train, and found a St. Regis on trucks. Too 
fine for my blood—now that everybody must 
pay. Thweatt took as much pride in that 
train as if it had been a new baby on Wash- 
ton Heights—the coldest part of New York. 
Maile passengers gave a satisfied grunt, and 
the females said ‘* Ah!’’ 

This is the train that arrives at Jackson- 
ville and St. Augustine on time. 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 18 





Sore Throat, Coughs, Colds, 
Bronchitis, Weak Lungs 


and for painful and sensitive parts 
Allcock’s Plasters should be ap- 
plied as shown above. 
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sessed by several demons,—three, six, 
and more. So in Scripture we have 
cases of ee any by seven demons 
and by a legion (Luke 8 : 2; Mark 5: 9). 

11. One of the most common charac- 
teristics of the cases met with in China 
is the instinct .or longing of the spirit 
for a body to possess, and their possess- 
ing the ies of inferior animals as 
well as men. So in Scripture we have 
spirits represented as wandering about 
to seek rest in bodies, and asking per- 
mission to enter into swine (Matt. 12: 
43; 8: 31). 

12. In the cases before us, as well as 
those given in Scripture, we have the 
spirit cast out seeking to return again 
(Matt. 12: 44). 

13. We have exact correspondence 
also in the assertion of a new personal- 
ity and the instinctive recognition of this 
new personality by all present, long con- 
versations being carried on with this 
new personality, precisely as between 
two human beings, the possessed sub- 
ject being in most cases entirely ignored. 
In this distinguishing feature of posses- 
sion the correspondence between cases 
of demon-possession generally and those 
found in Scripture is very striking. 

14. We have another correspondence 
in the fact that in attempts to cast out 
demons in the name of Christ there has 
been no failure. : 

15. Demons are cast out by others than 
Christians, and by different methods. 
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So in the Scriptures. Witness the ex- 
| istence of exorcists in ge and our 
Saviour’s words, ‘‘ by whom do you cast 
them out ?” (Matt. 12 : 27; Luke 11 : 19). 

16. We have cases of casting out de- 
|mons by those who have afterwards 
been guilty of gross immorality, and 
have been cast out of the church. So 
our Saviour declares, ‘‘Many will say 
unto me in that day, Have we not cast 
out demons in thy name,” etc., to whom 
he wili declare, ‘‘I never knew you” 
(Matt. 7 : 22, 23). 

17. There is « correspondence in the 
effects produced by casting out demons 
in the name of Christ. When the gos- 
pel was first preached in | pga and 
now when it is first preached in heathen 
lands, the effect produced by casting 
out demons has been to arrest public 
attention, and give evidence readily ap- 
preciated and understood by the masses, 
of the presence and pee of Christ, 
thus convincing men of the divine origin 
and truth of Christianity, and preparing 
the way for its acceptance... 

21. The evil spirits spoken of in Scrip- 
ture are represented as belonging to the 
kingdom of Satan, and in direct and ac- 
knowledged opposition to the kingdom of 
our Lord. In China, as a rule, the cases 
which we have been considering are 
directly or indirectly connected with 
heathen temples and idolatrous worship. 
The Chinese attribute these cases to 
unclean and malicious spirits, who are 
the enemies of men, and are constantly 
seeking to injure them. 

22. Incase Din the Appendix we hear 
of a female slave possessed by a spirit, 
who was highiy prized and used by her 
master as a means of gain. Compare 
the case given in the sixteenth chapter 
O€ Acts. ... 

As the result of the comparison which 
has been made we see that the corre- 
spondence between the cases met with 
in China and those recorded in Scrip- 
ture is complete and circumstantial, 
covering almost every poiut presented 
in the Scripture narrative. The fre- 
quent assertions, made in extracts which 
we have taken from a variety of authors, 
that the possession phenomena of Ju- 
dza found in the Bible are identical 
with those of other lands, seems justified, 
and we may inquire, in the language of 
Bishop Cardwell of India, ‘‘If the cases 
nowadays differ from those of the He- 
brews in the time of Christ, will any one 
point out the exact bound and limit of 
the difference ?” 

It was my hope, when I began to in- 
vestigate the subject of so-called ‘* de- 
mon-possession,” that the Scriptures and 
modern science would furnish the means 
of showing to the Chinese that these 
phenomena need not be referred to de- 
mons. The result has been quite the 
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contrary. 





IN 
NEW AMSTERDAM OLD AMSTERDAM 
AT HOME AND ABROAD 


1@ ROYAL 0 A 
DUTCH 
By its double strength saves 0/2 your cocoa. 


Send ro cents a 
for trial tan. 


S. L. Bartlett, 


Send 10 cents for trial can, equal 20 cups. Stephen L. Bartlett, Importer, Boston. 
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CROOKED SPINES MADE STRAIGHT 


If you are suffering from any torm of spinal trouble you 
may be relieved in your own home without pain or discom- 
fort. A wonderful anatomical appliance has been invented 
by a man who cured himself of Spinal Curvature. Its results 
are marvelous. It is nature’s own method. The scientific 
and medical world. is amazed at the work being effected. 
Noted physicians in prominent medical institutions and in 
ivate practise are endorsing it. The Sheldon Method re- 
@) lieves the pressure at the affected parts of the spine, the 

SY whole spine is invigorated and strengthened, all soreness is 
) taken out of the back, the cartilage between the vertebrae is 
made to expand, the contracted muscles are relaxed, and the 
spine is straightened. ‘There is bright hope for you, no matter 
how long you Seve suffered. e have strong testimonials from 
every state in the Union. The appiiances are being sent all over 
the world. Each one is made to order from individual measure- 
ments and fits perfectly. There is positively no inconvenience in 
wearing. e guarantee satisfaction, or refund your 
pore at the end of thirty days’ trial. Write for our new 
k Siving full information and references. 

:PHILo BURT MARUPACTURING co. 

Ss jamestown, N. Y. 
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Young Men— 
Make Money 


There are opportunities at present to represent 
a big, sound, popular, up-to-date Life Insurance 
Company in a profitable manner. 

Prudential representatives make money. They 
have most varied forms of policies, a popular, well- 
known Company, advantageous contract with lib- 
eral first year and renewal commissions. 

The attention of young men, particularly young 
men starting in business, is especially sought. 

Write to the Home Office, and obtai full in- 
formation regarding these unusual opportunities. 


STRENGTH OF 
GIBRALTAR 





‘‘ Careers for the Coming Men,’’ a brochure 
by Hon. John F. Dryden, explains inner work- 
ings of a large Life Insurance Company, and the 
opportunities to establish a successful career 
through life insurance. 


The 
Prudential 


Insurance Company ¢ America 














Send Coupon 
and obtain Full 
Information re- 
garding 

Money-Mak- 
ing Opportuni- 
ties in Your City 


Please send me free copy of 


“Careers for Coming Men” 
Incorporated as a Stock Compan and general information. 
by the State of New ‘Jecsey. f 
Home Office, JOHN F. DRYDEN, Name. 
NEWARK, N. J. President 
Ns 45 cess 6 re 
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This is the Mald of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her employment isn’t slow, 

Por she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
scrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day's work. 


surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
most a) int in the parlor, can 
be kept y clean by 
rubbed igntly oe with a brush or aff 
cloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 

















COCOA ano 
CHOCOLATES. 


ONE REASON WHY CAaaylory PRODUCTS 

MAINTAIN THEIR POPULARITY WITH THOSE 

WHO DEMAND THE BEST GOODS IS THAT 
STANDARD OF QUALITY 

IS NEVER LOWERED 

IN ORDER TO JOIN THE RACE FOR QUANTITY. 


oa 


SAPOLIO} 


has changed that, and to-day, every 


APOLIOF 


















Pevsosens tie curvivel ef ae Gue, We 
have become the py me house in the 
world because ou [a ee ee 
others, Pe on wish grow most . 
‘ 
tables? Plant the bestseeds—Ferry's. 
1906 Seed Annual free to all 
applicants, 


D. M. PERRY & CO., 
Detroit, Mich. 





are the best. . Plante mailed Rees! 
point in the Uni Btaves. Safe arrival guaranteed. Over 50 
years’ See. Eiower and Ve = e ie Beeas ~ 





THE DINGE & CONARD CO., West Grove, Pa. 


Read Prudent ial ‘Advertisement ‘ 


DEGREE COURSES AT HOME. Write President 
Cc. J. Burton, Caristian College, Oskaloosa, ta. 


A te nee 





| Tarbell’s 
Teachers Guide 


Tothe International 
School Lessons for 1906 


DR. WAYLAND HOYT 
Of Philadelphia, says: 

it have only satisfaction and delight to 

press regarding Tarbell’s Teachers 
Guide. I think the whole volume,—the 
analysis, arrangement, applications, quo- 
tations, explanations.—indeed, the whole 
contents and make-up of the book most 
admirable. I shall, myself, steadily use 
it, and I know nothing better for the 
Sunday school teacher.”’ 


Over 600 Pages, Bound in Cloth, Splendidly 
Printed and Lavishiy Illustrated. 
$1.25 Postage Prepaid. 


AT ALL BOOKSELLERS 


THE BOBBS-MERRILL COMPANY 


Puscisuers : INDIANAPOLIS 














VIRGINIA FARMS 


2 CATALOGUE of Sple 
R. S HAFFIN & CO., Inc., RichMl 





8—26 
Bookkeepers 


Not every 
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colton ba 

Pencil Guide, 
a "he will find it 
named and a 


Other pages for every 
person and every use. 





| Dixon’s Pencil Guide, a 32-page book, in- 
| dexed by vocations, correctly indicates the 
right pencil for your special work, The book 
is absolutely free. 





Department A C 
JosEPH DIxoNn CRUCIBLE Co., 
4. | Jersey City, N. J. 
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sary explanatory matter. 
1§ cents each, 


By Professor 


used by Bible students. 


and scholar. 10 cents for the 


outline map. 


Send go cents and ask for 


Three needed helps 
for the teacher’s use 
will cost forty cents 


A Chart of Christ's Leoencaleinr 
By C. E. Arnold, A.M 


Four clear outline maps of Christ's journeys. with necés- 
Cloth cover, 20 cents; five or more, 


Outline Harmony of the Gospels 


An eight-page pamphlet, printed on fine paper. 
10 cents each; 25 copies for $2.00. 


The Sunday School Times Lesson Pictures 


These will help to make the lessons more vivid to teacher 


above will be sent to you promptly. 


M. B. Riddle 
Widely 


pictures for the quarter and an 


‘*Combination A,'’ and the 








Additional Helps for New Testament Lessons 





the journeyings of Christ. 








14X22 inches ; 
direction instantly. 











Outline Maps of Palestine 


On map paper ready for the scholars themselves to trace 
10 cents a dozen. | 


A Study and Question Manual 


Questions for the scholars home study. 
By W. C. Pearce 
International Teacher- Training Secretary. THREE EDITIONS 
have been printed since our first announcement, thirty days 
ago. 2 cents each ; $1.00 for a hundred. 


Light and Shade Relief Map of Palestine 


with an index, which gives distance and 
Helpful for teacher and scholar. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


50 cts. 


— < ouss 
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and are receiving more fa- 
vorable comments to-day from an 
artistic standpoint than all other makes combined. 


WE CHALLENGE 
COMPARISONS 





By our easy payment plan every family in mod- 
erate circumstances can own a VOSE piano. 
We allow a liberal price for old instruments in 
exchange, and deliver the piano in your house 
free of expense. You can deal with us at a 
distant point the same asin Boston. Catalogue, 
books, etc., giving full in- 
formation mailed free. 


Vose & Sons Piano Co., 
160 Boylston Street, 





UNXLD 


FOR MODERN SUNDAY- SCHOOLS 


sate VOICE OF PRAISE 


Songs for all'‘occasions. Most 
wee book on the market. $25.00 
the hundred. Cloth boun ‘ 


FOR GOSPEL MEETINGS 
New Songs of the Gospel, No. 2 


Contains “‘ Tell Mother I’ ut by There,” ped « 2 other 
oe to cents the Cony $8 00 ‘poste *hund 
returnable sample. 


Pack Co Mr 








decide on the new hymn book for 
unday -school until you 


DEVOTIONAL SONGS 


ree famous composer 


DOANE. KIRKPATRICK. and “MAIN 
256 pages. cloth, $25 per 100; 30c. each by mail 
A returnable copy for examination will be mailed 


¢ Charch or 


ye. seen 


upon soquasts Published by the publishers 
of the famous ‘* Gospel Hymns.’ 
The Biglow & Main Co., New York or Chicago 


NE EASTER 


SERVICES 


BANNER OF THE RISEN KING 





HOPE DIVINE 
*FROM CROSS TO CROWN 
*This can. be. used as an Easter Cantata. 

NEW EASTER ANTHEMS 
Samples to Choirmasters and Urganists—Free 
The Hai-Mack Co s BOOK OF ANTHEMS 
Specimen copy for examination —free (to be returned) 
‘e pay postage 


Hall-Mack Co, 1o:"vitr Avenue New York, 








The American 
Standard 
Bible 


requires no dictionary to 
make the meaning plain. It 
is a new translation of the 
original into modern Eng- 
lish by eminent scholars 
after 29 years of careful 
study. It brings out the meaning with added 
force and beauty. For sale everywhere. 

Our Interesting Book, Sent Free.~ “ The 
Story of the American Standard Bible,’ explains 
the need of revision, how it was made, ‘and shows 
and describes the many styles, of the American 
Standard Revised Bible. Send mame on postal 
for a copy. 


THOS. NELSON & SONS, Publishers 
37 A East 18th Street, New York 























SHALL CONGRESS Smoot? 


Before answering read Mrs. Willing’s ‘On American 
Soil,” a plea for womanhood, chi dhood, the home : 
for our national, social, political, religious life. A 
strong document,” a_comiplete book (cloth, cts.), 
but is entirein the March issue. of our mont ly, The 
King’s Herald. Price, ro cents ; or for only 15 cents 

















we will send it and the beautiful sheet song, “* Wild 
Wastes” and the thrilling tract ‘‘ A Bottle ears.” 
PICKETT PUBLISHING CO. ,Louisville, Ky. 
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